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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #21

Story
Derinkuyu

In Cappadocia , there is an ancient
underground city called Derinkuyu.

60 meters below the ground, the
caves may have sheltered up to 20,000 people and
kept their and food supplies safe.

Researchers are unsure of its age, but they
believe it was used only in times of

It is thought that local people hid below ground
when by of or

by enemy attacks from neighboring areas.

Today, the area above Derinkuyu is well

However, the ancient underground city was not on any
maps and had

People in the area only the caves

them in 1963, when a local man found a
mysterious room behind a wall while his
house.
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In the room there was a passage that led to the tunnel
below, and archaeologists were called in.

The caves have since become a tourist attraction.
Vocabulary

1. livestock 2.gang 3. Populated
4. be forgotten

Questions & sample answers

1) How deep to the caves of Derinkuyu go?

They go 60 meters below the ground.

2) How many people could live in Derinkuyu?

Up to 20,000 people and their livestock and food
supplies could be kept safe there.

3) When do researchers believe the caves used?
They believe they were used in times of emergency.
4) Why was the city forgotten?

Because it was not on any maps.

5) How did people become aware of the city again?
A local man found a mysterious room behind a wall
while repairing his house.

6) Have any ancient lost ruins ever been found in
Japan?
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There is an underwater pyramid found off the coast of
Okinawa.

7) Why do you think Derinkuyu was forgotten?

| think because people stopped using it long ago, it
wasn’t considered important any longer, so it was
forgotten.

8) Where do you go in case of emergencies like
natural disasters?

When there are big typhoons or floods in my town,
there are safe places for people to gather but | have
never been there.

9) When might a series of tunnels like the one in the
story be useful?

It might be useful if your city might suffer attacks from
bombs.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

There could still be things that ancient people built long
ago hidden under our modern-day cities. There is a lot
about history we don’t know.
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