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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #20

Story
Humor in the Classroom

Many teachers believe that humor is an effective
tool.

A study by researcher John Banas of the University of
Oklahoma has provided support for this idea.

Banas found that brings people together, so
humor can be used to make people feel more

He also believes it can be helpful in classes that
students , either because they have
done badly in those subjects or because the content is
difficult to understand.

Education experts often list a sense of humor as one of
the top qualities of a good teacher.

So why don’t more teachers use humor in their
classroom?

Some teachers believe classrooms should have a
serious and that relaxing that rule could
encourage students to
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Of course, like other teaching tools, humor must be
handled carefully.

It shouldn’t be overused, nor should it ever be used to
hurt anyone.

Vocabulary

1. teaching 2. misbehave 3. Overused

Questions & sample answers

1) What do many teachers believe?

Many teachers believe that humor is an effective
teaching tool.

2) What support for that idea did researcher John
Banas find?

He found that laughter brings people together, so
humor can be used to make people feel more united.
3) Why are some students anxious about certain
classes?

Either because the students have done badly in those
subjects or because the content is difficult to
understand.
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4) What do education experts think of humor?

They often list a sense of humor as one of the top
qualities of a good teacher.

5) Why don’t more teachers use humor in their
classrooms?

Because they believe that classrooms should have a
serious atmosphere and that relaxing that rule could
encourage students to misbehave.

6) Do you prefer teachers who are humorous or ones
that are serious?

| prefer teachers who are humorous unless it detracts
so much it no longer feels like we are learning anything.
7) Do you often laugh with others?

No, | don’t. Although | try to watch funny videos or TV
shows when | can.

8) What classes do you feel anxious about?

| feel anxious about difficult mathematics and science
classes.

Copyright © eTOC-surely work-All Rights Reserved



65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

This document is for use in eTOC training sessions, use outside of eTOC is strictly prohibited.

9) Why shouldn’t humor be overused in the
classroom?

Because if certain students feel that it is okay to ignore
the lesson and misbehave, it may be impossible to get
them to do the lesson properly ever again and then
they won’t succeed in learning.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?
Laughter and social activity is much more important
than we usually think of it and is a good way to build
trust and good bonds between people.
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