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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #19

Story
Mount Rushmore National

In the US, there is a where the faces of
four famous American presidents have

This sculpture is called Mount Rushmore National
Monument.

The original plan was to the giant figures from
head to

When funds in 1941, though, work on the
project with only the faces completed.

Nonetheless, this sculpture quickly became a major
tourist attraction.
For some, the Mount Rushmore monument is

The mountain once belonged to Native Americans, and
they say the land it is on from them

In addition, some of the presidents carved into the
mountain fought wars against Native Americans, so
they feel that putting those presidents’ faces on the
mountain was

Copyright © eTOC-surely work-All Rights Reserved



22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

This document is for use in eTOC training sessions, use outside of eTOC is strictly prohibited.

Native Americans want to explain their side of the
story, so they are now working with monument
officials to teach visitors about their history and
culture.

Vocabulary
1. mountainside 2. be carved 3. carve
4. waist 5. run out 6. be halted

Questions & sample answers

1) What has been carved into a mountainside in the
usS?

The faces of four famous American presidents have
been carved.

2) What was the original plan?

The original plan was to carve the giant figures from
head to waist.

3) Why were only the faces completed?

Because the funds ran out in 1941 and the project was
halted.

4) Why is Mount Rushmore controversial?

The mountain once belonged to Native Americans and
they say the land was taken from them illegally.
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5) Why do Native Americans see the faces on the
mountain as offensive?

Because some of those presidents fought wars against
Native Americans.

6) Are there any national monuments in your area?
In my area Fukuoka Tower, Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine
and Ohori Park are considered National Monuments.
7) How often do you visit national monuments?

| don’t often visit monuments in my area, but | see the
ones in other areas when | travel.

8) What is the largest statue in Japan?

The largest statue in Japan is Ushiku Daibutsu in
Ibaraki prefecture.

9) Are there any traditional cultures in Japan that
have trouble preserving their history and culture?

In Hokkaido the Ainu people and the native people of
Okinawa both struggle to preserve their culture that is
distinct from mainland Japan.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?
Governments should spend more time considering the
impact a monument to attract tourists will have on the
people of the area before building it.
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