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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #17

Story
Wedding Bells
Wedding advertising often suggests the secret
to a long and happy is to spend more money

on the wedding.

Andrew Francis and Hugo Mialon,
however, recently did an of on
wedding rings and marriage ceremonies in the US.
What they found was surprising: the more money
people spend on wedding expenses, the higher their
chance of
One reason is that expensive weddings can cause

) over problems can
increase a couple’s risk of divorce.
Still, Francis and Mialon believe there may be a way to
avoid this problem.
The economists found that couples whose ceremony

by friends and family
were more likely to stay married.
Francis and Mialon this style of ceremony

because such couples can get more support from these

people when their marriage goes through
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times.

Vocabulary

1. economist 2. spending 3. be attended

Questions & sample asnwers

1) What does wedding industry advertising suggest is
a secret to a happy marriage?

It often suggests the secret is to spend more money on
the wedding.

2) What did economists Andrew Francis and Hugo
Mialon find during their analysis?

They found that the more money people spend on
wedding expenses, the higher their chance of divorce.
3) Why might an expensive wedding cause a divorce?
Expensive weddings can cause debt and over time,
disagreements over financial problems can increase a
couple’s risk of divorce.

4) Which couples did the economists find stay
married?

Couples whose ceremony was attended by a large
number of friends and family were more likely to stay
married.
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5) Why do Francis and Mialon believe couples with
many friends can stay married?

Because they can get more support from family and
friends in difficult times.

6) Would you like to have a large wedding or a small
wedding?

| would prefer a small, cheap wedding because |
wouldn’t want to spend so much money on a big party.
7) Do you have many family and friends you can rely
on in difficult times?

| don’t have many friends, but | can rely on my family in
difficult times.

8) What are ways we can avoid debt?

We should be careful about our spending or we will
spend more than we have any end up with debt.

9) Why is it important to listen to economists?
Because they can warn you about possible financial
problems before they happen.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

It is probably best not to take life advice from
companies that would want you to spend more money.
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