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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #16

Story
Henry Hudson

In the early 1600s, trade ships traveling from Europe to
China had to spend months sailing around Africa and
much of Asia.
The was also very dangerous, and many ships
were lost every year.
Europeans therefore finding a more direct
route to China that would the speed,

, and safety of trade.
So, in 1609, a British named Henry Hudson
went such a route by o sail
through the northern part of
During his first to North America, Hudson
discovered an important river in New York
State.
On his final trip, he a huge bay in the
Canadian
Sadly, though, Hudson never found the route he was
looking for as he during this voyage.

, his provided useful

information that helped Europeans to
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further explore North America itself.

Vocabulary

1. boost 2. profitability 3. present-day
4. lost one’s life

Questions & sample asnwers

1) What happened to many of the ships traveling
from Europe to China?

The journey was dangerous so many ships were lost.
2) What would a more direct route to China do for
Europeans?

It would boost the speed, profitability, and safety of
trade.

3) How did British explorer Henry Hudson search for
such a route?

He attempted to sail through the northern part of
North America.

4) What two things did Hudson discover on his
voyages?

He discovered an important river in present-day New
York state and a huge bay in the Canadian arctic.
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5) What ended up happening to Hudson in the end?
Sadly, he never found the route he was looking for as
he lost his life during his last voyage.

6) Would you be interested in being an explorer like
Henry Hudson?

No, | wouldn’t. | think it is very dangerous and many
people died in terrible ways.

7) Do you buy any goods that are transported
overseas?

| used to, but the price for shipping has greatly
increased so | don’t buy as much as | used to.

8) What kind of places do explorers go to these days?
There are explorers who go to space and others who go
deep into the ocean.

9) Where would you like to go on a voyage to?

| think | would like to go on a voyage to Australia.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

Even though Hudson was not successful in finding the
route he was looking for; he found many other things
that were useful to people who moved to America and
his information was useful to others.
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