10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

This document is for use in eTOC training sessions, use outside of eTOC is strictly prohibited.

Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #15

Story
Changing Church
, churches in the U.S. sent to
on one- to two-year missions to spread
their

Recently, however, church members have been able to
this experience without years of their
lives.

They can now go on missions that last only a week or two
and offer time for sightseeing as well as traditional
missionary work.

During these missions, participants also help with local
projects such as building houses and schools.

point out that having missionaries build houses and
schools costing far more than having local people
do it.

It also prevents the community from becoming

A further problem for churches is that few people in the
communities end up the new faith.

This may be because missionaries don’t stay long enough to
the community’s
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Vocabulary
1.Missionary 2.the developing world 3.get a taste of

4.sacrifice 5.self-reliant

Questions & sample answers

1) What have churches in the U.S. traditionally done?
They have sent missionaries to the developing world on one-
to-two-year missions to spread their faith.

2) How can church members get a taste of missionary life
without sacrificing years?

They can now go on missions that last only a week or two
and offer time for sightseeing as well as traditional
missionary work.

3) What activities do missionaries do during their time on
missions?

They help with local projects such as building houses and
schools.

4) What problem with missionary work do critics point
out?

They point out that having missionaries build houses and
schools ends up costing far more than having local people
do it.

5) What problem do churches have with these shorter
missionary trips?
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Few people in the targeted communities end up adopting
the new faith because missionaries don’t stay long enough
to gain the community’s trust.

6) Would you be interested in doing missionary work?
No, | wouldn’t. | don’t feel strongly about any religion, and |
don’t have any skills to build houses or schools.

7) Why do you think churches fund such missionary work?
They want more people to convert to their religion.

8) Do you think communities benefit from missionary
work?

| think there are probably times when it helps and times
when it doesn’t help. If the goal is to build more houses and
schools, it would be better to teach local people skills they
can use to do it themselves.

9) Why do you think people are more interested in the
shorter missionary trips?

They probably cannot dedicate an entire year to living in a
foreign country. | suspect that many just see it as a chance
to go sightseeing.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

People today probably have more responsibilities in their
everyday lives than the people in the past did. It is much
more difficult for people to get away from their everyday
lives for a long time. eTOC
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