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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #13

Story
Wood Paper

Cutting down trees to make paper can harm the
environment.

Recycling helps save trees, but it is also an

forests also helps, but it usually takes 20
years for a tree to reach

One may be to use from other plants
to make paper.

For example, and bamboo grow quickly and they
fewer than trees.
Some people argue that such paper is of

higher quality than traditional paper.
Another alternative is stone paper, which is made with
stone dust and a special glue that is
traditional paper, the of stone
paper does not require the use of water.
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Although less than 1% of paper in the U.S. is
tree-free, of these new types of paper are
they will someday traditional paper.

Vocabulary

Questions & sample answers

1) What is the problem with recycling?
2) How long does it take for a tree to reach maturity?
3) Why do some people prefer paper made from

hemp or bamboo?

4) What is the advantage of the production of stone
paper?
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5) What is the opinion of the developers of new types
of paper?

They are optimistic that they will someday replace
traditional paper.

6) Do you use a lot of paper?

Yes, | do. | print out many, many things for work and it
uses a lot of paper.

7) Would you consider using paper made from hemp,
bamboo or stone?

| would, but if it was much more expensive than
traditional paper | don’t think | would use it.

8) What could you do to try to help reduce paper
waste?

| could order fewer products online and try using
computer files instead of printing things more often.

9) Do you think that tree-free paper will some day
replace traditional paper?

| don’t think so because it would probably already have
become much more popular if it were a good substitute.
10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

We should think more about how we use paper
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because a lot more effort goes into making it than we
tend to consider.
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