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New Zealand is home to *® mainly harmless animals. There
are no land snakes, no ' jellyfish, and only a couple of

"0 poisonous spider species. In fact, since animals had so
few " opponents for such a long time in New Zealand, they
felt "2 safe and sound. This is " reflected in their path
through "¢ evolution, where "8 protection was hardly
necessary. Birds became flightless, the "¢ rate of reproduction
of animals slowed, and certain animals grew large, which
meant they could no longer "7 react or move quickly. It was
not until humans brought non-native animals to the island
"8 pation that many native animals "9 vanished 2 for good.
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