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A research ship called the Floating ¢ Instrument Platform
(FLIP) is now 50 years old. Its 8 characteristic feature is
the 300-foot thin body 2 attached to a 55-foot work area.
When the ship reaches a place to & conduct research in the
ocean, the 300-foot thin 8 portion of the ship begins to sink
&5 on the spot below the 8 surface of the water. & By the
time it is finished turning downward 90 degrees, the s®entire
ship sits 8@ vertically, including all equipment inside. This

70 position is surprisingly stable, even when there are
enormous waves, and allows 72researchers to do

7 extensive studies about sounds underwater, waves, and
the 7 effects of weather.
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