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Changing Places @

Back in the 1860s, though, 'voters would have ?heen astonished
to hear such views expressed by Republican candidates. At that time,
the Republican Party eagerly *embraced a policy of *massive federal
spending which was used to help build the Stranscontinental railroad,
to establish state universities, and to settle the West. They also stressed
a need for fairness, and passed laws. for example. that protected
African Americans from discrimination. At this time, the Democrats
Sclominated the South and they opposed all these measures. On the
other hand, the Republicans were happy for the federal government to
oot the hill for expensive policies. So what caused the two parties to
8modify their *perspectives so %dramatically?

According to historian Eric Rauchway, of the University of California
at Davis, the "ransformation was first 2heralded by a shift in
Democratic policies around the start of the twentieth century. After the
Civil War, all politicians wished to win the support of poor "¥settlers
in the West, and both parties supported government spending. The
Republicans, however, mainly represented 'hig business interests
who had benefited from the hoom caused by building the railroads.
Once this infrastructure was established, these businesses wanted to
"Beurh both taxation and public spending. As a result, the two parties
diverged, and the Republicans became aggressive critics of federal
spending, who "urged the need to ®eut back on federal programs.
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21 be astonished to
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3z embrace
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b adopt; hug
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: b pay the bil
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3@ perspective
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1 dramatically
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