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Eﬁgpging Places (D

One of the most 'conspicunus differences between the Democratic
and Republican Parties in the United States is the attitude they take to
the power of #the federal government, and in particular to the question
of federal spending. In every election, Democratic *candidates are
usually united in their condemnation of the ‘growing ineguality in
American society. They tend to Sargue in favor of ®compassionate
Twellare policies designed to help those who find it difficult to
succeed in a competitive capitalist economy. Republicans, on the
other hand, rarely #pass up an opportunity to express their hostility
to any interference with the workings of the free market. They also
frequently criticize people who, as they see it, *live off the hard work
of °taxpayers.

This distinction between the two parties can be traced back to the
election of 1936, where they "collided over the policies known as the
New Deal. President Franklin Roosevelt proposed a series of reforms
aimed to help the country recover from the Great Depression. The
Republican candidate, Alf Landon, however, opposed these measures
as a Yreckless “drain on government resources and a 'Srecipe
for economic disaster. Roosevelt, of course, went on to win by a
landslide. The Republicans, though, continued to criticize Democratic
policies as wasteful and Vinelficient and to insist on the need for the
Bincentives of the free market as a "spur to economic growth.
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. Changing Places (1)
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