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A New Science City @

Now, the Russian government has come up with an ambitious new
Istrategy designed to 2improve its standing in information technology.
The aim is to dreproduce the success of California’s famous Silicon
Valley on Russian soil. The government’s plan is to create its first new
science city since the fall of the USSR, one specializing in advanced
technology. This time, the city will not be hidden away in Siberia, but
will 4he situated outside a village near Moscow. Moreover, most of
the research will be done by private companies, although these will
also be the Srecipients of generous Bsubsidies. The companies will
also "be exempt from taxation for the time being, and free from the
many bureaucratic *constraints that usually make life for businesses
so difficult in Russia.

Some scientists and businessmen in Russia have "Yapplauded the
new Minitiative. Others, however, are more doubtful. They point
out that the plan is an administrative decision made by a government
Zhureae known as the ®Commission on ¥Modernization. Although
the "inspiration for the plan is Silicon Valley, they argue it is unlikely
that a ®scheme run by a government will really be able to create an
7eguivalent to the Californian *®original. Although the plan welcomes
foreign investment, the bureaucracy will still have indirect control over
what happens in the city. The Russian government, though, hopes its
plan will allow the country to truly modernize its economy.
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