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Russia has a long and proud scientific tradition, but this tradition
has not always 'added up to economic success. Under the centralized
zsocialist system of the former USSR, when most of the economy
was 3in state ownership, scientific research was often carried out in
“science cities” These were usually “closed cities.” where scientists
and technicians lived behind barricades guarded by soldiers. Strict
deensorship was Senforced, allowing the government to Scover up
even the existence of these cities. Officially, this was to prevent spying,
but the scientists 7were also segregated from ordinary Soviet citizens.
This was because they were 8allocated Sgenerous state *funding and
given access to foreign luxuries that most people never saw.

After the collapse of the USSR. and Russia’s adoption of a
Meapitalist system, most of the closed cities were ?abolished and the
policy of building science cities #was discontinued, However, the new
Russia has not always been successful at “eashing in on its scientific
strengths. Although many '®state enterprises have been "Sprivatized,
the "bureaucracy has not always had a good relationship with
Bentreprencurs, who complain of ¥petty regulations and @arbitrary
tax policies. One result has been that Russia remains economically
dependent on its enormous natural resources, such as oil and gas, and
that it has suffered the 2"humiliation of 22falling far behind its Western
competitors in the field of information technology.
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