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Goldin-Meadow has been steadily researching the gestures used
by deaf children for over twenty years. During this time, she has
Taccumulated a rich 2archive of videotapes of them communicating
with their mothers. She has *drawn on and “interpreted this data
to Swork out aspects of how the mind develops independent of
environmental influences. She argues that when we examine the
gestures, not only do we find that they form a coherent system, but
we can also Sdiscern stages in their development. First, the children
create “nouns by ®pointing (o objects. Later. they begin to combine
these gestures with ones that stand for ®verbs to form elementary
sentences, Goldin-Meadow puts forward the theory that these stages
illustrate the way in which all human minds tend to develop.

Part of the significance of the latest research is that the patterns of
gestures have a "grammar different from both Chinese and English.
When the children use the gestures for “boy” and “hit,” for example,
the meaning is that the boy was hit by someone, not that the boy hit
someone. Human languages are very diverse and there are some
languages with this structure. But this evidence seems to uphold
the ®surmise that this development occurs “regardless of language.
Whether we can really ®ascribe to all human beings the stages that
Goldin-Meadow has "extracted from her data "remains to he seen,
but her research is certainly a "vivid "reminder of how ®naturally
Hresourceful human beings are.
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