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Natural Language? ®

One issue which has caused many disputes in 'linguistics is *the
extent to which languages reflect an 3innate ability ‘as opposed to
being learnt by Smimicking adult speakers in the child's environment,
Recently, Susan Goldin-Meadow, a professor of psychology at the
University of Chicago, published the results of an Sexperimental
study which she believes represent a breakthrough in ®resolving this
question. According to Goldin-Meadow, she has discovered that young
children can develop complex senience structures without learning them
from other people. Her research ?thus supports the theory that there is
an Yunderlying genetic ability to carry out structured communication
Mpresent in all human beings.

In order to Ygain insight into this issue, Goldin-Meadow enlisted
the help of two sets of deaf children, one living in Taiwan and the other
in the United States. These children had not been taught a conventional
sign language. Rather, they used a system of gestures that they had
Belevised themselves, The really “startling aspect of her findings
was that the children in Taiwan spontaneously produced a gesture
system that was very similar to that of their counterparts in the United
States. The fact that two sets of children living in such completely
Sunrelated verbal and cultural Peontexts produce similar patterns
of gestures "®furnishes "®persuasive evidence of an innate ability to
create structured languages.

B ¢6 she believes [dFBAR.
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