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Wperq‘ Did Smiling Come Frqm?

When a human being smiles, it can 'signily many emotions, from
2mockery and ridicule to *resignation and regret. One of the chief
meanings of a smile, though, is to express warmth and *friendliness
to others. When a dog or a monkey, however, #shows its teeth and
flattens its ears, the meaning is usually very different. The expression
may look like a smile to human beings, but it 7is actually indicative of a
8willingness to fight. Among humans, smiling occurs *universally as
a Wspontaneous physical response, and so must have an evolutionary
basis, yet its meaning seems to be the opposite of that which we find in
lower animals. How has it "eome to take on such a different meaning
among people?

Janice Porteous, a specialist in the study of humor, has come up
with an Pimaginative hypothesis to explain this shift. She explains
that scientists have noted in certain higher “primates, such as rhesus
monkeys, the smile actually comes to mean a willingness to step down
or Srefreat from a fight with a 'Sdominant member of the group. It thus
helps the group to cope with 7eonflicis between members. Thus a sign
of aggression became one of a reluctance to fight a more "®formidable
apponent and therefore a ¥plea for peace. In other monkeys, such as
chimpanzees, the same sign started to be used even between equals as
a sign of 20affection. In this way. the human smile was born.
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4. Where Did Smiling Come From?

i pmean, represent

12 signify | @ eRY, cEHTD

[sinnifar] W & sign ((DEARTEFh EHE)
2@ mockery B ridicule

[macies ‘ A% W mock (2HE1TD)

3@ ridicule » mockery
[ridikji:l] B &Y =HE13

4@ resignation

[rézignérfan]

FRsh BB B resign

. " » friendship
A drigndhiness %47, 8 fiend B friendly

[fréndlinas] B hostility ()

61 show one’s teeth | WL LICTA (BEERTEIE)
cf. clench one's teeth (HE&LLILS)

7@ be indicative P indicate, be a sign of
of ~ ~FMY

sw willingness to do : EAT~72555
®be willing to do (~FadbLEhion)

. P without exception
o2, universally B EEN, fI9EC B unverse ($8)
ljunvarsali] ® universal
10 spontaneous B RN BERNE
[sha()hEaniiss] l spontaneously
@ come to do »get to do
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> inventive, creative

120 i inati =
B imaginative B 88NICBAY Mimagne (28873

(iméedzanativ] | # imaginable (B&IEL), imaginary (& o)
132 hypothesis {E3% % hypothetical
[hm pa)ass] O BRI hypotheses

140 primate

[préamert]

8BRS

150 retreat from ~ | » withdraw from
P ~h RT3

i b predeminant

160 dominant B &, ZR6% M dominate (BXET2)

[da()minant] & dominiancs
5 P opposition
i sauilics B (~OMo) WL, WR(between) ; Bl
Sty (~EDRTTBwith)
181 formidable F bWl [ EEE]
opponent @ formidable task (FIZBAF3HUEE)
187 plea b appeal

[plid] (~IZ395) @ (for) M plead

P love, fondness

20 affection B i
[afékfon] cf. affectation (SHY)




