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Paying for Civilization @

After the Romans were 'driven out of Spain in the fifth century,
the Rio Tinto mines fell into a centuries-long 2decline. 1In the late
19th century, however, a *multinational company took over the
mines and once again began to produce large quantities of metals.
aVlismanagement caused the mines to close in 2001, but another
company has now purchased the site, hoping to begin operations anew.
Meanwhile, archaeologists have Sunearthed a number of historically
valuable items at the mines, including Bronze Age hammer heads,
Phoenician oil lamps, and picces of Roman $pottery. These discoveries
have helped provide a more detailed picture of early mining operations
and the lives of mine workers from different periods.

An unfortunate “legacy of the mines, however, is ®environmental
contamination. The two main rivers in the Rio Tinto area are poisoned
with ®heavy metals. In fact, high levels of heavy metals are found in

s soil and water throughout the region, and scientists have discovered

that this pollution can "¥he traced back to the "onset of mining around
4,800 years ago. Bernd Lottermoser, an authority on mine pollution,
acknowledges mining has damaged the local environment but says
it may have only been a “contributing factor. He believes natural
features of the region’s Pgeology have resulted in the release of heavy
metals throughout its history. Lottermoser even suggests the unusually
colored soil and water resulting from this pollution “may have attracted
the very first miners to the region.”
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16. Paying for Civilization (2
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