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The___§undance Film Festival

The Sundance Film Festival, held "annually in Park City, Utah, was
started in 1978 with the aim of drawing attention to *up-and-coming
U.S. filmmakers by showing a selection of high-quality independent
films. The festival has experienced significant growth despite its
small-town location. For some, though, it now seems as if the films
are less important than the events surrounding them. As journalist
Neil Smith points out, a visit by 4celebrity socialite Paris Hilton
“generated more media interest than most of the competition entries
Sput together.”

Additionally, some 7critics feel the festival can no longer be justified
Baiven the quality of the films shown. The growth of digital video has
led to a ®tenfold increase in "Wsubmissions since 1993, as it is now
easier for new filmmakers to "shoot and "edit low-budget movies.
Former festival director Geoffrey Gilmore “acknowledges that the
popularity of digital filmmaking has resulted in an increase in low-
quality submissions. He insists, however, that the quality of the films
actually selected to be shown at the festival has not been "affected.

The festival also supports independent filmmakers by showing
their work on its cable TV channel or by making it available ®online,
"Sronically, these moves have Yprompted the claim that the actual
festival has become unnecessary. Despite this, Gilmore ®maintains
that. while the Internet will have some influence on the festival,
“Seyberspace won't take over.” Many independent filmmakers still
prefer to avoid making their films freely available on the Internet,
hoping instead that studio *executives will 2'spot their work at a
festival 22screening,
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