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Operation Fir Tree @

In fact, from long before the war, Switzerland 'foresaw the
2jikelihood of Germany *launching an *offensive against their country.
They *appointed a general who Sset about "heefing up their army
s0 as to #deter their potential *foe [rom attempting to "Coverpower

s them. Although the Nazis believed German-speaking Swiss would
Meollaborate with them 2in the event of an invasion, the Swiss were in
fact prepared to *defy any ¥intruders. Plans were made to evacuate
citizens 1o safe places high in the mountains if Germany launched an
attack. The Swiss were also confident that these mountains would form

w an effective obstacle to the German army.

Switzerland’s wealth and its "$geographical position in the center
of Europe made it an attractive Yprize to the Germans. Nonetheless,
Hitler still held back from giving the order to attack. To this day,
historians are not sure why. It is possible that his advisers emphasized
to him just how useful a neutral Switzerland was. On the other hand,
they may have become aware of Swiss preparations to "Bobstruct the
Germans in the event of a *®clash and warned Hitler how ®potentially
hazardous any attempt to invade would be. ?Whatever the truth,
there is no doubt that the history of the Second World War, and thus the
20 modern history of Europe, would have been very different if Operation

Fir Tree had been 2implemented by the Germans.
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13. Operation Fir Tree 2
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