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Operation Fir Tree M

One of the things that Switzerland is famous for is the fact that,
ever since the "Congress of Vienna in 1813, it has adopted a ?neutral
foreign policy. #Whereas most countries seek to protect themselves
against foreign 4aggression by *making alliances with other countries,
Switzerland has steadily refused to take on any such agreements. Asa
result, it has managed to avoid Sinvolvement in any of Europe’s wars.
Indeed, the country has sometimes been criticized for prospering during
World War Two by providing 7lucrative financial and other services (o
Nazi Germany. What is less well known, however, is that the country
came very close itself to suffering a #hostile attack by Germany.

Before the War, Hitler often ®gave out in public thal he would
respect Switzerland’s neutrality. At the same time, though, he did
not hide his desire to ®incorporate all German-speaking people into
one “Greater Germany." In reality, the "dictator deeply 2despised
Switzerland. In private discussion, he often #hrought up his “disgust
with the country’s “multiple languages and peoples. Indeed. he
regarded even German-speaking Swiss as "“mediocre and Vinferior to
other Germans. He also often expressed his desire for the ®hreakup
and “absorption of Switzerland by neighboring countries, such as
Germany, France, and ltaly. On the very day that Germany conquered
France, the 2°tyrant 2'issued an order to his 22generals to plan the
invasion of Switzerland. The plan was called Operation Fir Tree.
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12. Operation Fir Tree (1)
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