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Identifying Paintings O

Recently, in London, an art expert declared a painting depicting a
young woman to be a previously unknown work by the 'renowned
Renaissance artist, Leonardo da Vinci. This is one of a series of recent
discoveries of new works by famous artists. But how do art experts

5 Zidentify paintings in this way? In fact, this was an unusual case.
The expert, Canadian Peter Paul Biro, used a sophisticated camera to
discover a *fingerprint. He then found the same fingerprint on another
Leonardo painting in Rome. He also made a *painstaking analysis of
the painting’s style. His claim is not Sindisputable, but the art world
has been convinced. The painting’s Sestimated value has gone up from
19.000 dollars to 160.000,000.
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Originally, in Europe, the identity of paintings was not so important,
but from the 18th century, wealthy people began to collect works by
famous artists. Paintings became valuable “commodities. Collectors

15 increasingly ®enlisted the help of art experts in order to %weed out
the fakes from the genuine works. These experts were just people
Wipowledgeable about art. They would "pore over paintings,
looking for 2clues that would allow them to eliminate and discard
copies. Increasingly, they "specialized in certain artists, ®immersing

20 themselves in their works and "®acquainting themselves closely with
their individual styles. They used their eyes to "gauge the genuineness
of paintings and to "assess their value.
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10. Identifying Paintings (1)
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