It

mn

174

@2 14 ;‘;—'E;_‘.l
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The most important 18th-century Druid was Edward Williams. A
Ipolitical activist, who 2advocated the ideals of the French Revolution,
Williams also 3passed himsell off as the last member of a secret
society of Welsh Druids. He *cooked up various ®mystical beliefs and
Srites, and a surprising number of people 7fell for his claims. Through
the 19th century, the Druid movement grew, even spreading to the
United States. During the first half of the 20th century, however, the
movement began to dry up. With fewer and fewer frecruits, it looked
as though it might *fade away completely. Then, in the 1960s, with the
hippie movement, it experienced a big "revival,

Reflecting this new context, Druid beliefs began to Mevolve,
too. “Contemporary Druid beliefs are a ¥fusion of ancient Celtic
“myths and seasonal festivals and the beliefs of more 'Sexotic
societies *®concerning nature. The Druids believe strongly that trees
and animals have as much right to exist as people. This "respectiul
attitude to nature has led them to become "®passionate believers in
nature conservation, intervening to protect the countryside from the
Wpavapes of developers. This has won them much sympathy from other
people concerned about the damage being done to the countryside in
Britain. It is perhaps for this reason that they were officially recognized
by the government as a Z'charitable organization in 2010. This means,
in effect, that they have now been accepted by the government as a
Zjeeitimate British religion.
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7. Modern Druids @

1@ political activist

¥ political campaigner
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P modern, present, current
121 contempora s
COWEMPOAIY @mtto ; ARko @EBKOA
tkantémporéri] ®tempo (B) % con- (J42) 95245
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