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Modern Druids ©®

Although traditionally the 'predominant religion in Britain has
been Christianity, many people in the country adhere to other faiths.
Most of these are 2mainstream religions, such as Islam or 3Buddhism,
but there are also some people who *ure dedicated (o more unusual
ones. One of these is Druidism. Various Druid groups exist and they
each sprofess somewhat different beliefs, but they all share the basic
idea that nature is 8sacred. Every summer solstice, a "procession of
Druids, dressed in 8quaint ceremonial costumes. ?performs a ritual
at the ancient stone circle called Stonehenge. While the beliefs of the
Druids seem "hizarre to many people, they are taken very seriously by
the Druids themselves.

The original Druids were the priests of the Celts, the people who
lived in much of Europe before the rise of the Roman Empire. Most
of our information about the ancient Druids comes from Roman
authors, who painted a dark picture of human sacrifice, but many
modern scholars Mare skeptical of these 2accounts. They believe
the Romans attribuled such negative "traits to the Druids to justify
their Sconguest of the Celts. Although some modern Druids claim
Bdescent from the ancient ones, their beliefs actually Voriginated in
the 18th century. At this time, "®in response to the decline in traditional
Christianity, many authors began to view the pre-Christian Celts more
positively. The modern Druid ®affirmation of a 22harmonious nature
reflects 2prevalent Romantic rather than ancient ideas.
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6. Modern Druids (U

1 predominant | »dominant

ThEABmane SECHI%E, {24 ® predominance

2 mainstream © »main, major
i BERCGRO BIR

[mémstri:m]

3@ Buddhism

. B{L% B Buddhist ({a3%6), Buddha (%)
[bidizm] :

i be devoted to; be committed to

42 be dedicated (HERLO)IELS ; ~CEETE

o @ dedication (E:5)
#0575
rofess
511 prore # profession (445 : M%), professor (58)
[prafés] @ professor (RLERERDESE [RETE] A OF
67 sacred > il
A stk @ @ wordy (1£60)
7 procession »line, row
- i B177 ¥ proceed (#7493, MT3)
g Gevsan] i @in procession (Flz427T)

g@ quaint
A [kweint]

i AEDY [HR]TEDS S

9 perform a ritual st

10 bizarre i podd, strange. eccentric
iz B =i

¥ be doubtful of
~|ZERNTHD
® skepticism (&R

n@ be skeptical of ~
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122 account

: | B 3 # accountable (HBEENSS)
[akaunt]

pascribe Ato B
AZBIZIRBEE3, AZBOELMITS
@ attribute (B

131 attribute Ato B

1401 trait P characteristic
[trert] R
15@ conquest B iEiE  ® conquer
[katinkwest] @ the Norman Conquest (/WS4 - 10664

160 descent from ~ | ~o 7 (%7
| ®@descendant (F#)

! parise

ain : :
17E origi _ate | @~ EETArom)
[aridzanéit] & origin (2iR) ¥ original (4% ; RX®)

182 In response to ~ | ~ZAT, ~ICRIHLT
@respond (BL5, RIGT3)

] . i : passertion
e affirmation EiE, £3& ¥ affim
[éefarméifon] ® affirmative (##0)
201 harmonious FHFIL7- ® harmonize & harmony

[hazrmounias] & disharmonious, inharmonious (Fa&E4)

i BB TEE-:
2@ prevalent | M provail (LTS | BAITE)
A Tprévolont] | & prevalence (¥R, #iT)
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