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AP'rateoftheCaﬂbbea"’

The British pirates of the 17th century, who 'made their livelihoods
by falling on ships at sea and carrying away their cargoes, have always
fascinated later generations. One of the most *notorious of these
pirates was Captain William Kidd. After his trial and *execution,
Kidd became a Slegend, and he was popularly believed to have carried
out many Shrutal acts of 7theft and ®slaughter. However, recently,
historians have ®uncovered evidence that Kidd was probably not
a pirate at all but a “privateer.” This referred to someone who was
Wauthorized by the King to attack and rob ships belonging to Spain
and France, both enemies of Britain at that time.

Kidd's problems began when he attacked a ship that was sailing
under French protection. His attack was legal and should have been
Mendorsed by the British government, However, the ship was in fact
not French but Armenian. Moreover, the owners had employed an
Englishman as captain. This man immediately sent messages home,
and Kidd was officially declared a pirate. He sailed to Boston but
was Zhetrayed there by a local friend and “taken into custody. He
was sent to England, where he was "prosecuted and “Sconvicted,
The "Switnesses at the trial were "bribed to "®discredit his claims,
and he was executed. The full truth may never be known, but the
Wexaggerations of these 2corrupt witnesses led to his later reputation
as one of the Z'fiercest pirates ever to have 22menaced the seven seas.
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4. A Pirate of the Caribbean?
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