20

158

British English in America
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Over time. as the economic and cultural power of the United States
has grown, more and more American phrases and idioms have entered
British English. Many British people 'react to such Americanisms
with zannoyance. Remembering a time when 3the Queen’s English
was regarded as the “vardstick for correct Susage, they consider such
Americanization a 8disastrous threat to the purity of the language. To
such conservative people, American English remains a 7crude or even
8cdefective 9dialect, which should be avoided. Even using a term like
‘movie’ instead of film’ can still @set off angry complaints about the
Winvasion of the language they "2cherish by such alien terms.

Now, though, these people can Bconsole themselves with the fact
that the influence is starting to “go the other way. According to Ben
Yagoda, who runs a website which 'Stracks the use of British English
in the United States, this reflects the increasing popularity of British
books. movies and TV shows. The biggest difference is that no one
in the U.S. "®condemns this tendency as a Vealamity. British English
still tends to sound "¥educated and ¥sophisticated to American ears.
Moreover, some British terms have no obvious 2counterpart in the
States. Far from Yendangering American English, the #adoption of
these expressions is seen as an enrichment of the language. Perhaps the
British could learn something from this attitude.
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3. British English in America

1@ react to ~

S respond to

~|ZEIET S
@reaction (FE)

21 annoyance

[andians]

B irritation
FHE, Lafis M annoy (BLSLSEES)

3@ the Queen’s
English

¥ the King's English
A=W T )y a(EERENEIAFY
ADERMKEEENSHEEE

a2 yardstick

» standard, criterion

lidrdstik] E¥
5[] usage Bk EEE
(jt:sids) W & use ® useful (F&%)

s disastrous

i p destructive

[dizdstras] R & disaster ()

0 crude P coarse
A\t 185774 B sophisticated, refined (EgEhic)
kru:d]

@ crude oil ()

s defective

¥ flawed

[diféktv] mWam#ns % defect ()
o dialect _
2 BrE
[daralékt]

1@ set off ~

P cause, bring about
~FSERIT

1@ invasion

linvéizan]

i pintrusion
| @ (~~m) & (of) % invade
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12z cherish P treasure

[tfer] : @ EXENICTS
130 console { b comfort
[kanséul] : M=R®H3 & consolation

1471 go the other way: » go in the opposite direction
RHoFmIZTL

1500 track | ptrace

[triek) #EHFT S (Al oifi -1 ) i
182 condemn E{(~DBHT) TS (for)
A [kondém] % condemnation
17@ calamity b disaster, catastrophe
[kali@matil b
P cultured
18 1 = y
¢ f}ducated i BEEDHS W educate (BRETE)
[edgakeéitid] # education (#7)
T b refined
1921 sophistica gk : v
; P H tad PEENT:  H sophistication
Lsafistikertid] Blcrude, coarse (485%)
2000 counterpart P equivalent

P B (~IDHYTALD[A] (to. of)

Tkduntarpa:ret]

¥ imperil
g en@anger : @=f@kRICEST & danger # dangerous
(mdémndzar] i ®@endangered species (EEERE)
2221 adoption 2R adopt (%RET A #BFIZVE)
[adafpfon] ®opt (i) LHEITTHAS
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