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¢ Hi, Jane. Did you have a good weekend?
: Great, thanks. We visited a place called Walsingham in Norfolk.
: I've heard of it. Isn’t it famous because Catholic 'pilgrims used to

go there to worship some 2deceased 3saint?

: Well, it was actually part of the “cull of the Virgin Mary. A Spious

smedieval 7aristocral had a vision of Mary and built a shrine to
her. It became famous throughout Europe. It is mentioned in lots
of 8inscriptions in other churches.

: Wow, [ bet it became pretty luxurious, then.
It did, With the ®donations from the pilgrims, two big monastic

houses were built, as well as a "Wmajestic shrine. The shrine had
quite an "inventory of 2relics, including a sample of Mary’s milk!

: Are the buildings still there?
: No, when England became Protestant, Henry VIII decided to

Bdissolve the “muonasteries. He ordered the forced Sclosure of
the site. All the buildings were "®torn down and the shrine was
Vyandalized. The Babbot was forced to accept "“demotion to
being a mere servant of the king.

: That’s pretty tragic. | guess Henry wanted the wealth for himself.
: That's a bit ?Pcynical, but certainly many people were upset at the

destruction of the shrine.
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