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The advantage of the new hand is thatit allows the user to 'manipulate
objects in a much more 2subtle way. For example, it is possible to use
the hand to pick up a wine glass *delicately by its 4stem. 5Sensors in
the hand send messages to a computer chip that controls the fingers.
These sensors form an Sinterface with the muscles in the remnant of
the lost hand. #Stiffening a muscle creates a 9stimulus that is read by
the sensor, which then moves the fingers in response. As users become
accustomed to operating the hand, they are able to Wsynchronize the
movements of the fingers, and to develop almost the same coordination
as they would have with a natural hand.

Although the hand is "costly, about 60 patients have been fitted so
far. Eric Jones, for example, ?was deprived of his right hand some
years ago. Recently, he flew from his home in New York to Florida.
Even though he sat between two people, he was able to use the hand
to pick up his coffee and to control his video monitor. This would
have been impossible before. Another person to benefit is Robert J.
Green, whose fingers and thumb were the ®easualty of an accident. He
had the company attach the electronic fingers to the bones in his hand.
Now, he can even use the new fingers to write with — "in fact, he says
that his handwriting has actually improved as a result!

£ (.15 This would have been impossible before. (£, MEOMEL EHOEREPEGEE
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