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Future Fingers ©

One of the things that 'disabled people can find depressing about
their condition is the loss of Zautonomy it involves. There is not only
the 3inconvenience of 4heing obliged to ask other people for assistance,
but also doing so can make them feel *awlkward or even humiliated.
For this reason, artificial Slimbs can play a very important role in
helping disabled people to 7liberate themselves from dependence on
others and to lead more independent lives. Artificial limbs, of course,
have a very long history, but recent advancements in 8electronics and
other forms of technology have been leading to dramatic improvements
in their capabilities. These improvements promise to ®make a very big
difference to the lives of many disabled people in the future.

One company that creates sophisticated artificial limbs is Touch
Bionics of Scotland. The company’s first product was a whole hand
that could be electronically Wiightened so as to "clutch objects. This
2appliance can be Baffixed (o the wrist to replace a hand that has been
lost, and so far it has been sold to about 1,200 patients "worldwide,
After the success of this product, the company decided to "mobilize
its highly specialized team of engineers to develop something much
more complicated — a hand "®comprised of Vadjustable electronic
fingers. The new hand takes advantage of the recent trend towards
Bminiaturization of electrical components. Each of the five fingers
19js equipped with a motor and gear box of tiny **dimensions.
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101 disabled people

b the disabled [handicapped]

2 autonomy
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@ae 8xle)

i autonomaous

inconvenience
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® inconvenient

B convenience

42 be obliged to do

P have to do. be obligated to do
~ Ll Tidhoiy
@ obligation (335, #/E)

s awkward » uncomfortable, embarrassing; clumsy

Esilowand] R[ETL FEAL W awkwardly
521 limb L@ FR(0 1)

A [lim]

? » free [discharge, release] A from B

72 liberate A from B A% BASEERD
@ liberation (8 H
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s make a very big : »have an important effect [influence] on

difference to ~
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10z tighten

[ @ ELom DD tight

[tattan] loosen (%E®3)

1@ clutch > seize, grasp. grip
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P equipment, device, tool
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12 appliance B
e  BBR, &E

Laplirans] @household appliance (RE)

137 affix Ato B > attach Ato B
| A% BICIY 1B

141 worldwide B globally, internationally, on a worldwide scale
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152 mobilize » bring together
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(be) comprised
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P consist of, be made up of
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170 adjustable » adaptable
[adzAstabl] PRARER W adjust (2IET2)
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