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The Role of Petroleum in Our Lives @

Because petroleum is so central to Americans’ everyday lives,
the energy industry has long considered environmentalists’ goal
of reducing petroleum 'consumption to be unrealistic.  What is
more, *projections by the U.S. Energy Information Administration
3anticipate further increases in petroleum use — not just in the United
States, but worldwide. as developing countries *aspire to a higher
standard of living. However, some 5analysts, such as Kevin Knobloch,
president of the Union of Concerned Scientists, believe that it is possible
to enjoy modern standards of living without overreliance on oil. Since
transportation Saccounts for 70 percent of U.S. petroleum use, the key
is a decrease in the amount of petroleum needed to transport people
and goods. Knobloch says that a major 7switch to Sfuel-efficient,
Shybrid, or alternative-fuel vehicles “would cut U.S. oil consumption
by Papproximately 3.7 million "harrels a day by 2020 and 7.3 million
barrels a day by 2030."

The fact that petroleum is used in many products that end up in
food, including Ppesticides and ¥preservatives, is itself an argument
for change. Studies indicate that the petroleum-based chemicals in
such products “interfere with the body’s ®endocrine system. Since
the endocrine system is responsible for "®regulating "metabolism,
growth, and "®tissue function, this can result in infertility, 2obesity,
Hdepression, and 22a host of other health problems. As more is learned
about the effects of petroleum-based chemicals on human health,
Harrison Price and others who find the idea of life without petroleum
unthinkable may need to reconsider.
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