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The 2010 '0il spill in the Gulf of Mexico has led to *renewed
calls from clean-energy *proponents for the United States to end its
‘dependence on Spetrolenm. They also Scite air pollution, “global
warming, and %acid rain as proof that the oil habit is dangerous,
both to the environment and human health. *Environmentalists have
long warned of the dangers of using "®fossil fuels in general, and have
recommended "shilting public policy to limit oil dependence. Since
the 1970s, U.S. presidents have used such warnings to get elected,
promising to reduce the country’s "reliance on both foreign and
domestic oil by exploring "*alternative sources of energy. Yet the
promises are soon forgotten, public policy remains unchanged, and
every year sees an increase in petroleum use.

What is often ignored or forgotten by environmentalists, however, is
the fact that petroleum contributes to nearly every aspect of modern life.
In a post on his political-commentary website criticizing those “calling
for a ®halt to "®oil drilling, "conservative ®*hlogger Harrison Price
writes that the notion of turning America away from petroleum is “just
plain absurd. Oil is responsible for the lives we have today, both in
terms of the conveniences we take for granted as well as the quality of
life it provides.” He lists hundreds of examples of petroleum?-derived
products and asks which we could do without. The list includes plastics.
Htextiles, beauty products. building materials, road materials, office
products. medicines, 22home furnishings, and even food, emphasizing
that Americans’ reliance on oil goes beyond the obvious use of gasoline,
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15. The Role of Petraleum in Our Lives ()
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