in

B

Bl

058

@ @ 12122 EESJ

Finding the Beeline ®

Bees are among the most fascinating creatures in nature, and, since
ancient times, human thinkers have often praised their admirable
qualities. Their dedication to the community and their 'energetic and
Zepoperative behavior in gathering *nectar and conveying it back to the
“hive have long been ®held up as *models for human behavior. Modern
science, moreover, has discovered many other talents in bees "apart
from their famous 8diligence. They are able to remember accurately
the locations of flowers and to communicate this information to each
other by dancing. Moreover, they %are vital to human welfare because
of the essential role they play in the pollination of plants. Now,
however, a team of scientists in London has discovered that bees have
yet another talent which may Yone day prove useful to human beings.

We are all familiar with the ®huzzing of bees in summer as they
Broam, apparently “impulsively, from flower to flower in their
Beeaseless quest for nectar.  Surprisingly. though, it turns out that
bees are actually highly expert in calculating the most efficient way to
"navigate between the numerous flowers they visit. When a number
of different plants and trees exist, there are of course myriad possible
routes that can be taken. Itis ®crucial for bees to find the shortest one
in order not to exhaust their limited energy before returning to the hive.
How exactly they do this, though, remains a “¥riddie.
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12. Finding the Beeline (U

11 energetic b powerful, vigorous
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