n

1C

b

054

I
D rryrm——

The Debate over Animal Language @

A famous Teritique of the assertion that animals can learn languages,
however, was made by animal scientist Herbert Terrace, using his own
work with a chimpanzee. He argued that scientists confuse animal
behavior with language. They 3distort the evidence by interpreting
behavior on the “analogy of human language, Sdisregarding more
Seconomical explanations, Closer “inspection of the alleged use of
language, however, suggests that animals simply learn that using a
certain sign leads to a certain reward. There is nothing #nformative
about the behavior and it does not express ®concepls like human
language. Terrace’s argument was widely influential and led many
animal scientists to become much more "ezutions in their claims about
animal abilities.

But how about looking at things "2the other way around? Instead
of trying to teach human language to animals, why not try to learn to
understand animal languages? In fact, many scientists have also been
studying this question for years. According to one group, sea lions
Bemit different sounds in order to communicate ideas to their fellows.
Another famous series of studies argues that prairie dogs employ
a sophisticated series of sounds, not only to warn of approaching
humans, but also to describe what they are like. Here, too, there is
Ydisagreement, because such claims are so difficult to prove. If
true. though, then perhaps one day we may indeed be able to "chat
pleasantly with our pet dogs just by learning to bark.
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1@ critique

[eritick]

» criticism
P @Y, #EE W citicize B critic (MFFR)

& critical (Hriledds ; EAA)

»confuse A and B

21 confuse A with B | ALBLERTE
@®in confusion (3A1AT)
3@ distort L B twist
[dist5i] #EMTS | 2H®H5 & distortion
4@ analogy i ERl(A) B analog (FPFOSHD)
Fanladsl # analogous (4ERLT)
s disregard » ignore, brush off
[disrigazrd] EMERTS
61 economical | @ ImEOA  MKIhd
[izkanlmikal] cf. economic (E#H®)
2 = P examination
7 5 .
4 lnsPectlon EE, £ Hinspect
lnspékfon] ®in- (%) +spect (82) Zens
30 informative BERICEAL F#hk
[nfyrmativ] B inform (ISBA172) # information (1)
é » idea, notion
41 Concopt BillZ, =4 ™ conceive (2EAD(
A [kaGnsept] # conception (B2 : #1)
1@ influential EEHOKEN
A Linfluénfall B &= influence (IcBM+*522 . B8
i ¥ careful, discreet, prudent
N cautioys B s, EER
tksifas] 8 & caution (ICBS¥5 18, BE)




1200 the other way

P the wrong way around

P, BRI
around { cf. inside out (BBELIZ). upside down (&)
130 emit P give out, send out
[1mit] #FTH & emission (HH)

141 disagreement
[disagri:mant]

BREOMI ® disagree (BRAELS)
agreement (BRO—)

1@ chat with ~

~EBLORYTS | (¥ TRy MRET)~
LFvvhe

sign language #&

FEHIHFA L BONS BN, BRESEILIZRE(Riz>THY, ASL (=American
Sign Language) & BSL {=British Sign Language) ®RIT ¥ SEFIIZERIEITL L 1
BTRLELAFERB TS ' Love You! 2RTHA Y THAS. THidkE AEL
£ MEOIEDEEUTEZLOT, ASLO | LY 2RTHA »2E&SHELETHS.
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