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Ever since antiquity, many people have been 'captivated by the
2fantasy of learning how to talk to animals. But can animals use
language? They can clearly communicate in a simple way. For example,
dogs learn how to recognize and *heed certain commands. Does this
communicative ability. though, “amount to having a language? In fact,
this issue has caused great controversy among biologists, many of whom
sare reluctant to attribute language to animals. Animals, they argue.
sare incapable of understanding something as complex and 7intricate
as a language. Other specialists, though, say we cannot ®write off
animal abilities in this way, and that the assertion that animals do not
have language is nothing more than human "arrogance,

Indeed, some scientists have "devoted years to "compiling
evidence that animals can learn human languages. Experiments in
which animals are taught human languages have attracted the most
3publicity. Probably the most famous example is Koko, an “adorable
female gorilla, who worked with scientist Penny Patterson for 28 years.
Koko's ®vocal apparatus was too 'Sclumsy for the accurate imitation
of human sounds, and so she used American sign language instead.
According to Patterson, Koko learned over 2,000 English words,
which she could use to communicate her wishes and feelings. Another
famous example is Alex, a parrot, who learned to speak 150 words and,
according to animal psychologist, Irene Pepperberg. also used them
to communicate thoughts and feelings. These seem to demonstrate
that there are no 7absolute ®barriers to the "®acquisition of human
language by animals.
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! B attract, fascinate

i captivate Bzs)cicT3, £MTTS
[ksaptivert] # captivity Ufishii-HKE)
2 fantasy ¥ fancy, daydreaming, illusion
[fzentosi] Z# W fantastic (RE5LLY
¥ pay attention to
32 heed CEEELS B3R
[hid] # heedful GERRL, heedless (5oML1)
4@ amount to ~ » come down to
| ~ WS TEITRS, ~LEATHS
s0 be reluctant to  + ” 2% Unwiling to do
o ~Li=hnigiy
4 & be happy [ready] to do (EAT~F3)
6 be incapable of . »be unable o do
i E e
g & be capable of doing, be able to do
N i pcomplex, complicated, elaborate
TATTRERNID | BRABAoT, AVEAR, Sl
[intrikat] B intricacy
s write off ~ ¥ dismiss, disregard
~%F (- 12E)BBRS(as)
s ¥ claim, insistence, contention
St asseRdOn (~E3)EE(hat IF) W assert
(asdurfon] ® assertive (B2:EDHLY)
w0 arrogance » conceit
[Erogons] B {118 ® arrogant
1 devote Ato B | »dedicate Ato B
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12 compile :
B DeRHTEEn3, LBETS
=MD & compilation
- P public attention [notice]
132 publicit :
P @iE, ¥ L
[pablisatil 8 publish, publicize (%2%¥3)  public
» lovable
141 adorable i 5
e i BESLL W adore (BT 2)
(dsrabl] # adoration (4% : #1®)
i P vocal organ
151 vocal apparatus | ..
PP | pEmE
i cf. heating apparatus (TR &&{E)
P awkward
160 clums ] .
I | @ REAL, FIH%L
Ul imzi] | ®clumsy fingers (FEMAELE)
b definite, conclusive
171 absolute | A
I ‘_u | B AR W ebsolutely
A [dbsalit] i @& relative (1Ex89%)
182 barrier . b hurdle, obstacle, stumbling block
Thigviar] i B (~CNT3)EE(to, against)
190 acquisition ‘B EE; (R%)EN 8 acuire
[Ekwiztfan] ® second language acquisition (BE-FEEE)
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