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Many farmers in the United States welcome these efforts. For them,
firrigation is a major cost. This is because thousands of ?gallons
of expensive water are needed to grow crops or keep 3pasiures
green. Other biotechnology companies are also working on creating
genetically modified (GM) crops that will grow on land formerly
considered “harren. Critics of GM, however, are Suneasy at the way
these companies are jumping at the opportunity presented by the world’s
Sprecarious food supply. They suspect a 7conspiracy in which, 8in the
name ol helping to feed the hungry, the companies plan to dominate
third-world agriculture. Because GM crops are *patented, every time
farmers use the seeds. they must pay a fee to the company which has
developed them. These critics accuse the companies of Cmagnifying
the ability of their products to grow in dry conditions in order to have
them accepted.

There are, however, alternatives to developing new plants in the
laboratory. Seme drought-resistant crops have already been developed
using traditional "hreeding techniques. The Alliance for a Green
Revolution in Africa, whose "*mission is to provide more efficient crops
for that continent, has said that it will avoid GM in its work. Still. the
Baravity of the world’s food situation continues Lo grow. With so much
Mat stake, it remains to be seen whether people will really continue to
be able to resist the Stemptations of GM technology.
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1@ irrigation
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B EH(EMickE3I(SE) M irigate
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20 gallon P RIL) @PAUATIK, Ya—R, FIEEARERC
[gaelan] 1 HORRL RSN TWAIEA S
3@ pasture ¥ grazing ground
[pstfar] BE
barren ¥ sterile, unproductive
B BRI, EUOTER, : EEL
hetron i @ fertile. productive (&%)
» anxious, worried
o l.me?sy i BFAEL & uneasiness
[ani:zil B easy (Ssh)

5 b insecure, unstable, unstea
601 precarious = : o

: : BRRER
prikéarias] secure, stable, steady (REL)
701 conspiracy » plot, scheme, intrigue
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[greevati]

| ¥ grave (BX%), gravitational (E40)

> seriousness, importance, significance
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141 at stake

! pin danger, in peril
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15 temptation
[temptérfan]

B allurement, enticement, seduction

i BEE ®tempt B tempting
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