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Another Missing Link @

The fossilized hominid that has been discovered was physically a
mixture of conflicting characteristics. Although the hominid "walked
erect like humans, it still had long 2ape-like arms that it used for
climbing trees. In terms of 3facial characteristics, it had the small
bones and teeth typical of humans, but it had the *primitive feet
and tiny brains typical of early hominids. The approximate age of
the remains is two million years old. The species has been named
sediba, the word for “sfountain” in the local Sotho language. They Sare
presumed to be ?descendants of the Australopithecus, the earliest
hominid ginhabitants of Africa, who had bodies and brains the size of
chimpanzees and were common 3.8 million years ago.
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SAL this stage, it is still oo early to say exactly where the new
species fits into the process Ywhereby apes evolved into humans. The
hominid’s characteristics look like a modification of the "hereditary
characteristics of the Australopithecus. If this is true, then the new
hominid 2offers a glimpse into how the process of evolutionary
Brefinement into human beings may have occurred. According to Dr.
Berger, “the probability is that the new species was not an "*ancestor
of human beings, but of Homo erectus, a species of hominid that
20 overlapped in time with human beings, but then died out. Although

the fossil evidence is still too "meager to cause scientists to ®revise

their picture of the evolution of apes into humans, more discoveries of
this kind should eventually allow the full story to be ®ironed out by
specialists.
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7. Another Missing Link 2
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