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Another Missing Link (D

Recently, a group of scientists working in South Africa announced
the discovery of the fossilized remains of a new Zhominid species.
Hominids are the name given to the *predecessors and close relatives of
human beings who lived millions of years ago but later became extinct.
Fossils of hominids are 4scant and so this discovery is important for
scientists trying to Sretrace the Sevolutionary sequence that led to
human beings. The new species has an 7anatomy quite different from
that of other remains that have been found, and it is, in the estimation of
most specialists, a major advance in recovering the history of hominid
evolution.

The first fossil was discovered accidentally. Dr. Lee R. Berger, an
American 8paleontologisi, *was engaged in the exploration of '%caves
in an area of South Africa known as the Cradle of Humankind. His
son, Matthew, was playing nearby and fell over a log and discovered
some fossilized bones. His father immediately saw their importance.
Further exploration of the "adjacent area revealed the intact @skull
of a child and the remains of three other individuals. The site "was
also crammed with fossils of animals. which may have "plunged to
their deaths down a shaft in the ground after ®being lured into a cave
by the smell of the other "corpses. After ®piling into the hole, all the
creatures were probably "®enveloped by a mixture of 2°lime and sand,
which preserved their remains.
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