n

1

20

030

Senior Organisms

All living creatures are 'mortal, but the length of their lifespans
varies a great deal. On average, human beings live about 70 years,
but some insects die after only 30 minutes, while whales have been
known to live for 200 years. Many trees, though, live considerably
longer than any animals, %Iragging out their lives for hundreds and
even thousands of years. In fact, according to a *register of trees kept
by ecologist Christopher Earle, the oldest known living “organism on
the planet is a bristlecone pine tree in the mountains of California,
which is 4,841 years old. This *phenomenal Santiquity is partly due
to the high "altitude and freezing winters, which slow the tree’s growth
down and ®lengthen its life. Other bristlecone pines may be older, but
Swear and tear has by degrees removed their outer rings, making
their true age difficult to determine.

"Botany has shown that some trees, in a sense, live even longer.
That is because they produce duplicates of themselves, each with
Bidentical Ygenes to its parent. In Sweden, a spruce tree has been
found that has lived as a series of ®clones for 9,550 years. Even more
Ystaggeringly, a group of quaking aspen trees in southern Utah Vis
estimated to "®date back some 80,000 years, although the individual
trees only live to about 75. If one counts genetic clones as the same
tree, then such trees, as long as they "*dodge destruction by human
beings or natural disasters, could be said to live forever.
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