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Answering the Wow Signal

The “Search for "Extraterrestrial Intelligence” (SETI) is the name
for various projects that are 2on the lookout for any signs of intelligent
#alien life in outer space. One project included in SETI 4scans the
skies Saround the clock checking for radio signals from other planets.
Indeed, many ordinary people download programs onto their computers
and laptops that help in this search. The nearest thing to such a signal
that has been Sintercepied so far, however, is one that was detected by
an amateur "astronomer in 1977 at Ohio State University. The signal
was 30 times more powerful than the average, and the astronomer was
so 8stunned by it that he wrote a big “Wow!” on the Siranscript. Since
then, it has been "Pdesignated the Wow signal.

Although some people "hailed the signal a5 the first real sign of
alien intelligence, others were more doubtful that it "Zconstituted
an Bauthentic message. Unfortunately, as it was never repeated, it
was impossible to “narrow down its source. Although it has been
Seonjectured that the signal was merely a natural phenomenon, many
experts believe it cannot be "Shrushed off so easily. In 2012, a television
channel in the U.S. decided to 7dispatch a signal back into space just
in case. They "®assembled a number of messages, some serious and
some humorous, from the public. The most ®mischicvous message
included was one by a well-known comedian, Stephen Colbert, which
begged the aliens not to eat us if they do decide to visit Earth!
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4. Answering the Wow Signal
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~ZERRELT, ~BEULT

¢ @lookout 14 [REY], outlook 13 [R#E]
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[élian] ®legal alien (&EAE)
4 scan B scrutinize

Fekeari] O #BE[HE]I T2 B scanner (A%v#—)
51 around the clock | » all the time, all day long
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s intercept - 5 .
Y 0 #5592 & interception

[intarsépt!

77 astrohomer I BXXR, XXEE B astronomy (KX%)

[astratinamar]

¥ astronomical (RX2MEFO)
cf. astronaut (FEMITL), astrologer (SRR

B shock, surprise, astonish
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Kl A=\ €5
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: ¥ record
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. ¥ call; appoint, nominate
1@ designate p o i 2
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ldezgnéi] 75 # designation (&% : {£8)
1@ hail Aas B AZBIZERHTEOTS
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12t constitute T i -
el i B constitution (HERL: 5 #3%)
A Dka@nstatji:t] i R constitutional
- P genuing, true
130 authentic 3
_ B &%n, FTEE#HO
[o:bentik] fake. counterfeit ({a®)
142 narrow down ~

L~ (D RYRAT (t0)

: pinfer, guess, speculate, surmise

R @ (+that i) ~THBLHMTS ; £HENTS
i e, B
162 brush off ~ ignore, disregard
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1700 dispatch

b send
B #{~IC)iES, RETS(to)

(dispet] ® be dispatched to the scene (RiIziREENS)
18 assemble P gather. collect; put together
[asémbl] D5 #HAILTS & assembly (=)
ischievous P naughty
1812 mMischni L XE-S055, WToipEl
mistfivas]

i # mischief
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