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Cockroaches must be one of the least popular insects in the world.
Although in some cultures they are considered 'edible, probably
nobody finds them lovable. Indeed, they are usually regarded as, at
best, annoying 2pesis and, at worst, 3filthy carriers of disease. Such
is the “discomfort they cause that people spend large sums of money
on Spoisoning them in the hope of ®hanishing them from their homes.
Of course, cockroaches are very tough. Even if the common idea that
they would survive a nuclear war may not be strictly true, they can
survive fifteen times the 7radiation that human beings can, But is
such 8persecution of cockroaches *advisable? Would the “wholesale
elimination of such creatures be a good idea?

In fact, there are people who "sticle np for cockroaches. One such
2defender is Srini Khambhampati, an expert in cockroaches at the
University of Texas. He points out that, ®from the point of view of
ecology, the complete loss of the world’s 4,500 species of cockroaches
would have many negative effects. For a start, cockroaches are an
important element in the diet of “assorted small Smammals such as
rats and mice. Moreover, by eating and "digesting "decaying plants,
they release "®nitrogen into the soil which is essential for the growth
of new plants. The health of the world’s forests actually "“hinges on
cockroaches. This is a useful reminder of the importance of all parts
of the ecosystem and suggests that perhaps we should reconsider our
attitude to the lowly cockroach.
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3, The Importance of Cockroaches
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