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Stopping the Desert
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A: Did you see that documentary about the Gobi Desert last night?
B: The Gobi Desert? Where’s that?
A: Tts a cold desert that 'oceupies a huge 2are of land across Mongolia

and China. The program was about the rapidity with which it is
expanding.

: Why is it doing that?
: Because of 3desertification. Relatively deserted areas of dry land

dhecome populated with people displaced from their original
homes. The conversion of wild land to agricultural land involves
the 5clearance of the local vegetation. As trees and Shushes are
Tuprooted, the lack of #humidity means that the water in the soil
evaporates. Meanwhile, the excessive cultivation of crops robs the
soil of its fertility, creating more and more %sterile land.

: That’s so "Wirresponsible. Ttmust be destroying the "habitats of so

much 2wildlife, oo, Can’t governments do anything about it?

: The Chinese government is trying, but so far 3to little avail, They

are planting a great wall of trees to stop the desert “devouring any
more fertile land. Hopefully, even if restoration of fertility to the
land is impossible. this will prevent the problem from "Sescalating
further.

. Yes, let’s hope so.
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