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1. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has led to renewed calls from
BREE (0AEx9) BHEYE (BEA) Lz ¥—  IFH (LUL%) # (B) oD
clean-energy proponents for the United Statesto end  its
KTE (WE L) Al (EEW) Sk (Fhgwd) T2 HY (BEA)
dependence on petroleum. They also cite air pollution,
HWERIRBAL (B& 9w ) BATZAND) MR (SAEW D) AERL (L X9 2) HE (L 5 nA)
global warming , and acid rain as proof thattheoil habit 1is
fakr (2T A) BE (hAEx)) AW (CTATFA) o fEFE (FAZ D)
dangerous, both to the environment and human  health .
REMEEME (DAZ LI BATEVEALDLADN) B () Wil (bwi) #E (Fwz) 72 fait (Z20AEW)
2. Environmentalists have long warned ofthe danger of
{EABE ngEhib xd) fit (ol A) 12 ~ZH#E (FvwLxro) 75 7 M TD
using  fossil fuels in general, and have recommended shifting public policy
IR (B FA) 75 i (T A) Kt (7ZneEH0 x9)
to limit oil dependence. Since the 1970s, U.S. presidents have
e (v ) B (TAZx) TE (L) End B(~) B
sused such warnings  to get elected , promising to reduce the country’s
ShE (B ) o ER (<R @ W (h&Ew o) 252 L K () bovo
reliance on both foreign and domestic oil by exploring alternative
W (B L) KK (Z9%<) = (b7) hond
s.sources of energy. Yet the promises are soon forgotten, public policy remains
Ei (S Laan W (£ 950) A (&)
unchanged, and every year sees an increase in petroleum use.

Further Questions&Z ertha\dues

5.1) What do clean-energy proponents cite as the reasons to end dependence on
petroleum?

6. They o cite  air pollution, global warming and acid rain as proof that the oil
habit is dangerous.

7.2) What have U.S. presidents done to get elected since the 1970s?

8.
| o(72k) v
o.They have promised to reduce the country’s reliance on both foreign and
K () by o

domestic oil by exploring alternative sources of energy.

. %i‘ﬁ (Tel) ¥5 = (b7) hbhd . . LinL7Ze2n b .
10.What 1s often ignored or forgotten by environmentalists, however, is the
FE (LLD) Al (&) ~ZEE (Z9210FA) 75 s (FAH)

fact that petroleum contributes to nearly every aspect of
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BN (FARW) OEE (Buvao) it (V0xH) 75
modern life . In a post on his political-commentary website criticizing
ik (TwL) AEE (FEw - <) REFRy (1ZLwTE) 8 Trrzxz#H (00 <A (D)
those calling fora halt to oildrilling , conservative blogger
Ma (Bvha)
11.Harrison Price writes that the notion of turning America away from
2 (Fo72) < ErTFTnd HIE (B&CA) Bdbd
petroleum 1s ‘ust plain absurd. Oil is responsible for the lives we have
FMEM: (D RAEW) LWIR (EHHA) OZ LR (BY) 9

today, both in terms of the conveniences we take for granted as well as the
AlE (Ewo) oF (L)

quality of life 1t provides.” He lists hundreds of examples of
12petroleum-derived products and asks which we could do without. The list

a& (5H<) T (B0 b o) BE (FABL) B (JnD x9) HE (89 5)
includes plastics, textiles, beauty products, building materials, road
K (<F0) fii (£72) 2ft (2) FRE (1x<)
materials, office products, medicines, home furnishings , and
‘B (Lxr<b»m) T&x M (2xrH2bxr)H) 75 bTizTsrz &

even food , emphasizing that Americans’ reliance on oil goes beyond the
HE (OwvWE) &

obvious use of gasoline.

Further Questions&A @

13.3) Why does Harrison Price say that turning away from petroleum is just plain

absurd?
14.He says that oil 1s responsible for th es w lay, (both in terms of the
conveniences we take for granted as well as the f Iife it provides.)

15.4) What are some examples of petroleum-derived products?
16.

17.Plastics, medicines, home furr s.and.even1oc e petroleum-derived products.
£l (EEW) il (b o LA HAEAEE (B9 EVHD)
: : , :
1s.Because petroleum is so central to Americans’ everyday lives , the
TRNAFXF—EHE (SAEE)H) BE (Lwd ) L REREERT DAZEIEILeELR) HIE (&< A)
. . . . ) .
energy industry has long considered environmentalists goal of reducing
i (FEw) HEE (L& 60). FEHL I 72 (U\LT‘/V.IL’D:C%@) . 7 :)17“/.3‘/
petroleum consumption to be  unrealistic . What is more, projections by
TR F— 15 (U;ﬁli?) @fi)ﬁ.(ﬁ)./un’é,t<.) Big Ei‘:&ﬁ) T5 YR .t%“f'ﬁ[l (Z9) .
the U.S. Energy Information Administration anticipates further increases in

petroleum use—not just in the United States, but

{5 i (ﬂ:i)xb\llbdz')) D 58 i ] (l.io’C/uJ:l;;'):<.) e (h/)l%“’)) T
19. world-wide , as developing countries aspire toa
T%::ﬂdﬁ (ZHFTWVWEwh) OAETE (ﬁb:#"ﬁ) BFEHEMZE (TS DHEALAD) ~T&x .
higher standard of living. However, some analysts , such as Kevin

2R (hvwbr o)

Knobloch, president of the Union of Concerned Scientists, believe that it is

e (Do D) B (02 LCwh) ©

possible to enjoy modern standards of living without overreliance on oil.

~7RDT HEx (DAt D) gt (nE)
20.51nce transportation accounts for 70 percent of U.S. petroleum use, the key
B (FALX D) E X)) &
1s a decrease 1n the amount of petroleum needed to transport people and goods.
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21. Knobloch says that a major switch to fuel-efficient, hybrid, or alternative-fuel
. I (=< FA) T5 . HE (L x 50\). WS (ﬁib‘.é%u) LT L
vehicles “would cut U.S. o1l consumption by approximately 3.7 million

L (R D)

barrels a day by 2020 and 7.3 million barrels a day by 2030.”

Further Questions&A @

22.5) What do projections by the U.S. Energy Information Administration
anticipate?

23. They anticipate further increases in petroleum use—not just in the United
States, but also world-wide.

21.6) How does Kevin Knobloch say that U.S. petroleum use can be decreased?
25.

REREE (2o x9)
26. He says that a major switch to fuel-efficient, hybrid or alternative-fuel
=Y (DY D) W (Lo

vehicles would cut U.S. o1l consumption.

FE (L) #q (BWOA)
27.The fact 1sthat petroleum is used in many products that end up in food,
LA (SobwH W) B AL (195 53W) wm (XAHNL)

including pesticides and preservatives, is itself an argument for change.
wrgE (FAZw5) R (LTZ) §2

Studies 1ndicate that the petroleum-based chemicals in such products

T (AL xo) T2 MW (ZRNEATD)  WE (E2A)
interfere  with the body’s endocrine system. Since the endocrine system is
BBEAH (LABATZWLR) HHfk (2 L&) BerE (20 9H)
responsible for regulating metabolism , growth, and tissue function,
FIE (SHIZAL X D) JE (O A D9 (DX H)

2sthis can result in infertility , obesity, depression, and a host of other health
problems. As more 1s learned about the effects of petroleum-based chemicals on

human health, Harrison Price and others who find the idea of life without
E (hAD) by BE (w2 9)) T2
petroleum unthinkable may need to reconsider.

Further Questions&A @

20.7) What do studies indicate about petroleum-based food?
30.

- W) A5 (7

= (nhw) &5
interfere

%

biz) %
1ith  the body’s endocrine system.

3s1.Petroleum-based chemicals |

52.8) What does the endocrine system do?
s3.1t 1s responsible for regulating metabolism, growth and tissuefunction.

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

34(38) What can be said of environmentalists’ warnings about U.S. dependence on
petroleum?

35.1. They have resulted in a small but important shift in public policy over the last
~IZB (hA) LT

40 years regarding the use of petroleum.
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36.2. They have inspired some political leaders to put into effect new policies that
B (BLA) Wizl
have met with surprisingly little resistance.
#H (<)

37.3. They have played an important role in political campaigns over the

#WE () 4 0 (RAni) !itfvé:’

past four decades but they have not been practically addressed.

A+53 (L0 2 5A) 7 GEML (LX 5 Z2)

ss.4. They have often been ignored by politicians due to insufficient evidence of

widespread environmental harm related to petroleum use.

390.(39) What is one point Harrison Price makes in his blog?
40.

il R (—H:b\.n“‘/u). T5% . . . . . .
11.1. Current laws restricting oil drilling in the United States are influencing

attitudes towards drilling worldwide.
WhHUL5LL
12.2. Petroleum use could be significantly reduced if people eliminated just some of
A (502K 9) 72
the unnecessary products in their lives.

13.3. People would buy products that conserve energy and decrease the need for

AFHE (2w H L nDH) 7

petroleum if such products were widely available
TH (kE) 75
1.4, Americans should not be expected to give up using petroleum as it allows
HEFF (wWL) T3

them to maintain their current lifestyles.

15(40) Analyst Kevin Knobloch argues that
161. U.S. dependence on oil can be reduced if there is a large-scale change in the

way transportation is powered.

47.2. m(iﬂo;lﬁsbt\)ig oil production in the United States needs to increase significantly
to meet the demand VehiCLQ owners have for . ﬁf&; :

18.3. hybrid VeAhiclesy are a %H;'égiibs/jc;é) ’ alternative in the United States, but they
have little ﬂ;ﬁtﬁﬁ‘éif in developing countries.

190.4. Attempts to reduce the dependence of developing countries on petroleum will
BRFEME (FVEVENH L))
hurt their economic growth.

50(41) According to the author of the passage, what is one consequence of the use
of petroleum-based chemicals in products?

51.
HR (KO ITh) BEEAl (1F 5 50
, : : :
52.1. People’s acceptance of such chemicals in food preservatives has led to a
éié:‘if; WE (5o L) . . HERE (H:b\é/'u)
variety of other unhealthy substances being used in food production.
A (X LwA) L. . weE (P95 5<) 7 . . .
53.2. The standard of living in wealthy countries has continued to improve
. . . KO IREEHE (Z91FAW) o~
because such chemicals are being used in a larger range of products.
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51.3. Doctors are finding it increasingly difficult to treat the range of health
£ (Lxd) LD W (w95 Lwd) T2
problems that occur when the body  absorbs  such chemicals.

#% (BIX) iz & R (29 h)
55.4. Being exposed in such chemicals has a negative effect on the body’s
B (D51 1<) W (22 TW)

ability to control important physical processes.

Review Questions @
56.1)What do clean-energy proponents cite as the reasons to end dependence on

petroleum?
Ek (U‘%.@ 5) T2 . . . . . .
They cite air pollution, global warming and acid rain as proof that the oil

habit 1s dangerous.

57.2)What have U.S. presidents done to get elected since the 1970s?

(2 k) v

They have promised to reduce the country’s reliance on both foreign and
() byvo

domestic oil by exploring alternative sources of energy.
55.3)Why does Harrison Price say that turning away from petroleum is just plain absurd?
He says that oil is responsible for the lives we have today, (both in terms of the
conveniences we take for granted as well as the quality of life it provides.)
F DR (& @@%b‘). )
s04)What are some examples of petroleum-derived products?
Plastics, medicines, home furnishings and even food are petroleum-derived products.

60.5)What do projections by the U.S. Energy Information Administration

Tl (:127c.< ) 75
anticipate?

They anticipate further increases in petroleum use—not just in the United States,
but also world-wide.

61.6)How does Kevin Knobloch say that U.S. petroleum use can be decreased?
BB (FVmvhAb ) FBY (0 Ho)

He says that a major switch to fuel-efficient, hybrid or alternative-fuel vehicles
HE (Lro0)
would cut U.S. oil consumption.
. ?Efriﬁ (L.’C%) T5
62.7YWhat do studies indicate about petroleum-based food?
~IZE (B BH (b)) 25

Petroleum-based chemicals interfere with the body’s endocrine system.

63.8)What does the endocrine system do?
It is responsible for regulating metabolism, growth and tissuefunction.

fi7s: (38) 3(39) 4 (40) 1 (41) 4
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The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has led to renewed calls from
clean-energy proponents for the United States to end its dependence on petroleum.
They also cite air pollution, global warming, and acid rain as proof that the oil
habit is dangerous, both to the environment and human health. Environmentalists
have long warned of the danger of using fossil fuels in general, and have
recommended shifting public policy to limit oil dependence. Since the 1970s, U.S.
presidents have used such warnings to get elected, promising to reduce the
country’s reliance on both foreign and domestic oil by exploring alternative sources
of energy. Yet the promises are soon forgotten, public policy remains unchanged,
and every year sees an increase in petroleum use.

Further Questions

1) What do clean-energy proponents cite as the reasons to end dependence on
petroleum?

They cite air pollution, global warming and acid rain as proof that the oil habit is
dangerous.

2) What have U.S. presidents done to get elected since the 1970s?

They have promised to reduce the country’s reliance on both foreign and domestic
o1l by exploring alternative sources of energy.

What is often ignored or forgotten by environmentalists, however, is the fact
that petroleum contributes to nearly every aspect of modern life. In a post on his
political-commentary website criticizing those calling for a halt to oil drilling,
conservative blogger Harrison Price writes that the notion of turning America
away from petroleum is “just plain absurd. Oil is responsible for the lives we have
today, both in terms of the conveniences we take for granted as well as the quality
of life it provides.” He lists hundreds of examples of petroleum-derived products
and asks which we could do without. The list includes plastics, textiles, beauty
products, building materials, road materials, office products, medicines, home
furnishings, and even food, emphasizing that Americans’ reliance on oil goes
beyond the obvious use of gasoline.

Further Questions

3) Why does Harrison Price say that turning away from petroleum is just plain
absurd?
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He says that oil is responsible for the lives we have today, (both in terms of the
conveniences we take for granted as well as the quality of life it provides.)

4) What are some examples of petroleum-derived products?
Plastics, medicines, home furnishings and even food are petroleum-derived
products.

Because petroleum is so central to Americans’ everyday lives, the energy
industry has long considered environmentalists’ goal of reducing petroleum
consumption to be unrealistic. What is more, projections by the U.S. Energy
Information Administration anticipates further increases in petroleum use—not
just in the United States, but world-wide, as developing countries aspire to a
higher standard of living. However, some analysts, such as Kevin Knobloch,
president of the Union of Concerned Scientists, believe that it is possible to enjoy
modern standards of living without overreliance on oil. Since transportation
accounts for 70 percent of U.S. petroleum use, the key i1s a decrease in the amount
of petroleum needed to transport people and goods. Knobloch says that a major
switch to fuel-efficient, hybrid, or alternative-fuel vehicles “would cut U.S. o1l
consumption by approximately 3.7 million barrels a day by 2020 and 7.3 million
barrels a day by 2030.”

Further Questions

5) What do projections by the U.S. Energy Information Administration anticipate?
They anticipate further increases in petroleum use—not just in the United States,
but also world-wide.

6) How does Kevin Knobloch say that U.S. petroleum use can be decreased?

He says that a major switch to fuel-efficient, hybrid or alternative-fuel vehicles
would cut U.S. oil consumption.

The fact 1s that petroleum is used in many products that end up in food,
including pesticides and preservatives, is itself an argument for change. Studies
indicate that the petroleum-based chemicals in such products interfere with the
body’s endocrine system. Since the endocrine system is responsible for regulating
metabolism, growth, and tissue function, this can result in infertility, obesity,
depression, and a host of other health problems. As more 1s learned about the
effects of petroleum-based chemicals on human health, Harrison Price and others
who find the idea of life without petroleum unthinkable may need to reconsider.

Further Questions

7) What do studies indicate about petroleum-based food?
Petroleum-based chemicals interfere with the body’s endocrine system.
8) What does the endocrine system do?

It is responsible for regulating metabolism, growth and tissue function.

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.
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(38) What can be said of environmentalists’ warnings about U.S. dependence on
petroleum?

(39)

(40)

1.

2.

They have resulted in a small but important shift in public policy over the
last 40 years regarding the use of petroleum.

They have inspired some political leaders to put into effect new policies
that have met with surprisingly little resistance.

. They have played an important role in political campaigns over the past

four decades but they have not been practically addressed.
They have often been ignored by politicians due to insufficient evidence of
widespread environmental harm related to petroleum use.

What is one point Harrison Price makes in his blog?

1.

2.

Current laws restricting oil drilling in the United States are influencing
attitudes towards drilling worldwide.

Petroleum use could be significantly reduced if people eliminated just
some of the unnecessary products in their lives.

People would buy products that conserve energy and decrease the need
for petroleum if such products were widely available.

Americans should not be expected to give up using petroleum as it allows
them to maintain their current lifestyles.

Analyst Kevin Knobloch argues that

1.

2.

3.

4.

U.S. dependence on oil can be reduced if there is a large-scale change in
the way transportation is powered.

domestic o1l production in the United States needs to increase
significantly to meet the demand vehicle owners have for fuel.

hybrid vehicles are a realistic alternative in the United States, but they
have little potential in developing countries.

Attempts to reduce the dependence of developing countries on petroleum
will hurt their economic growth.

(41) According to the author of the passage, what is one consequence of the use of
petroleum-based chemicals in products?
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1.

2.

3.

People’s acceptance of such chemicals in food preservatives has led to a
variety of other unhealthy substances being used in food production..
The standard of living in wealthy countries has continued to improve
because such chemicals are being used in a larger range of products.
Doctors are finding it increasingly difficult to treat the range of health
problems that occur when the body absorbs such chemicals.

Being exposed in such chemicals has a negative effect on the body’s
ability to control important physical processes.
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Answers for “Further Questions”

1) What do clean-energy proponents cite as the reasons to end dependence on
petroleum?

They cite air pollution, global warming and acid rain as proof that the oil habit is
dangerous.

3) Why does Harrison Price say that turning away from petroleum is just plain
absurd?

He says that oil is responsible for the lives we have today, (both in terms of the
conveniences we take for granted as well as the quality of life it provides.)

4) What are some examples of petroleum-derived products?

Plastics, medicines, home furnishings and even food are petroleum-derived
products.

5) What do projections by the U.S. Energy Information Administration anticipate?
They anticipate further increases in petroleum use—not just in the United States,
but also world-wide.

6) How does Kevin Knobloch say that U.S. petroleum use can be decreased?

He says that a major switch to fuel-efficient, hybrid or alternative-fuel vehicles
would cut U.S. oil consumption.

7) What do studies indicate about petroleum-based food?

Petroleum-based chemicals interfere with the body’s endocrine system.

8) What does the endocrine system do?

It is responsible for regulating metabolism, growth and tissue function.

fiszt: (38) 3(39) 4(40) 1 (41) 4
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