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1. The Vikings—seagoing warrior from Scandinavia—have received
B (LASA) TOEFE (Hb<0x)) X (Lixv) L7z i (ZABA) ©
bad press for the way they terrorized coastal areas of central
Whip b
and western Europe between 793 and 1066, the so-called Viking Age.
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2 Most contemporary accounts emphasize the vicious
HE (SAEL) 8174 (Z950) MRS fi (Te1X 95 OV 72 TR (WolXA LAA)
brutality of Viking attacks on defenseless civiians —many of

HEMH (b X I0A)
whom were murdered or had valuables stolen from their homes—as well as
Al (XwoLwd) EERE (L 9 E 520 A)

assaults on Christian churches and monasteries.

5. There has been considerable discussion among scholars of why the Vikings set out
RE (5V) OHlE (Ly 5 %) ILRELLE (BH) 92 ¢&
on these raids , with some citing pure envy and
ek (29 & <) g (LH&) SFELTVD
greed asthe key motivating factors.
—f (o lEA) 1
+'The more commonly held view, however, is that while those factors contributed,
g (2w 5 bH) [TB (B) WA (Z2) ATV T&ERNI L&
the Vikings were driven into a corner where, because of the inability of the
B (D H5) FEE (1F2<)
limited farmland and natural resources in their homelands to support a
() by 2l (2w L)) T2
rising population, they had little alternative but to raid and
R (Lr<AAL) 1275 HH (<L A)

colonize foreign territories. The innovations they achieved in
i (£5%A) w (&) <BE (X)) T

shipbuilding would have allowed them to travel far afield in this
KRIEGE (Z0ENEH)

effort—evidence suggests that they even crossed the Atlantic and reached
North America.

Further Questions&Z2

5.1) What did the Vikings do between 793 and 1066?

6.

7.2) What is the commonly held view on why the Vikings set out on raids?
8.

JEEZR (& L)
9. Historian Robert Ferguson, however, argues that external factors may have been
Wy (TEEo) A

a more pertinent force behind the Viking attacks.
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10.When the Viking campaigns first began, the Frankish empire was
AT .(ér x5z 5.) LT .
imposing  its power throughout most of Western Europe.
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11.Led by their devoutly  Christian ruler , Charlamgne, the Franks

never reached Scandinavia, Ferguson believes the Vikings heard the tales of

HE (ST L) 178 (Z950)
the savagery of Charlamagne’s army from their southern neighbors,
YN (LA) HEEE (O 7rA) LT ~ DR (EHW) T2 5
the Saxons, who took refuge in Viking territories after falling victim to the

770D
Frankish forces.
et (FAL) PRI (22D °0) @
12.Ferguson proposes that, after learning from the Saxon warriors of forcible

FURAME (2x9) ~O%FE (VWL w))

Christianization at the hands of the Franks, the Vikings feared they

were next.
# (z<) L& FURAMH (2x9)
13.The result, he says, is the Vikings developed a deep hatred of Christianity
fRlEEW (2L VL&) BE (WhE LX)

because it threatened their cultural identity = and pagan beliefs.
1#Rather than directly attacking he stronger Frankish army, however, the Vikings

& (B) ZLk ANEBE (Lx D E1E) @
* * 113 b
launched small-scale campaigns against “soft targets” they knew who offer

little resistance.

15.These violent attacks were often against symbols of Christianity, and were
L&A (Z) 85
intended to  strike fear into the Christian populations of the countries
2 (LAY <) Lt

mvaded
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16. Ferguson believes this explains why the first recorded assault , in Lindisfarne
EiEpt (Ly 98930 A)

in northeastern England was on a monastery .

Further Questions&A

17.3) What happened right before the Viking raids began?

18.

19.4) How does Ferguson believe the Vikings heard about Charlemagne’s army?
20.

»1.5) What does Ferguson propose the real purpose of the attacks on symbols of
Christianity was?

22.

KPR (FATenid)  wbHt (22 9) 75
, o : : :
23 Ferguson’s  critics counter that there is no firm evidence to suggest the

Vikings were aware of, much less interested in, the wider campaign the Franks
i (7z7272) b\%iﬁ (+7) »2
were waging throughout western Europe.
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22 Furthermore, although almost the entire population of Scandinavia was pagan at
~LZH TR
the beginning of the Viking Age, many think it is unlikely the Vikings would
(o k) < - (Wo L k) I
have strongly resisted accepting Christian beliefs alongside their own, which
fil (7ph) L5 (W) oTH  ZHE (f:l,/uév'ot )) [2) ZKJ\ (A BW) X
were, after all , polytheistic 1in nature.
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25.As for the Vikings’ cruelty , though it may seem shocking to us today, the
Vikings were probably no more vicious than other armies of the age, including
the Frankish army led by Charlemagne.
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s6Indeed, many scholars believe that the Christian  monks  who chronicled
ik (Zbx9o) Lz BE (DY) WAL (72) TH

the attacks exaggerated the Vikings’ brutality to  arouse  sympathy for

W (K& Xk 9)

their own plight .

Further Questions&/2

27.6) What do Furguson’s critics say there is no firm evidence of?
28.

20.7) Why 1is it unlikely the Vikings would have resisted accepting Christian beliefs?

30.8) What do many critics attribute the Vikings’ cruelty to?

31.

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

32(35) What is widely considered to have been the reason behind the Viking

attacks? o
. . B (k) Wit () shik . .
33.1.  As the Vikings were being  expelled from their homelands by the armies
~HED5ER R0
of the surrounding countries, they were forced to search for new regions to
(51 () -8 (Z) L) 7’& (B) BAE (0) <
settle in :
53 E9 (/SQ/SfA/T%) o Al (LiFE) Lz . , 20 (L/UV)%.<) )
32.2. Although greed partially prompted the Vikings’ aggression, it was the
o(ER) L () F
shortage of land and other resources that forced them to __seek out _ targets to

raid.
B (x) wTa (L) o7

35.3. The Vikings learned of the wealth of churches and monasteries in
etk (<IUE) T2

Western Europe and decided to acquire it to ensure their economic security.
36.4.  While their own shipbuilding skills were considerable, the Vikings sought to
gain technology that would enable them to cross the Atlantic.

37(36) Robert Ferguson believes that the Vikings
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35.1.  were made aware of Charlemagne’s efforts to conquer and  convert
~xXxomtE LT

non-Christians, triggering Viking attacks on Christians and their institutions.
W (Bhie)
39.2. became close allies with Saxon warriors in territory to their south, with

the intention of forming a strong army to resist the approaching Frankish

forces.
9 E < FDT

10.3. successfully defended themselves against attacks by the Franks, thereby

B (Bb) WkrEo®s

discouraging other Christian armies from attempting to conquer Viking lands.
55 (&b) <otz

14, took advantage of the Saxon army’s weakened condition to expand into
Saxon territory, then rapidly secured their new border against the Franks.

12(37) What is implied in the final paragraph of the passage?
43.
12.1.  Evidence from the sites of early Viking attacks on Christian communities

indicates the Vikings tried to protect pagan societies similar to theirs.
FRE (hAREnE)
15.2. Charlemagne ordered chronicles of the Viking attacks to exaggerate their
Ml (EonW)

accounts to make the Vikings appear more violent than they actually were.

B (FExzw) Lk

Christian armies in their own region before they began their attacks.
174. Any violent behavior on the part of the Vikings was unlikely to have been a

) (wWLETE) & ~&% (%) T

conscious attempt to make those in the Christian world terrified of them.

Review Questions

18.1) What did the Vikings do between 793 and 1066?

19. They terrorized the coastal areas of central and western Europe.

50.2) What is the commonly held view on why the Vikings set out on raids?

51. They set out on raids because of the inability of the limited farmland and natural
resources in their homelands to support a rising population.

52.3) What happened right before the Viking raids began?

53. The Frankish empire was imposing its power throughout most of Western
FEurope.

51.4) How does Ferguson believe the Vikings heard about Charlemagne’s army?

s55.He believes the Vikings heard the tales of the savagery of Charlamagne’s army
from their southern neighbors, the Saxons, who took refuse in Viking territories
after falling victim to the Franish forces.

56.5) What does Ferguson propose the real purpose of the attacks on symbols of
Christianity was?

57. The violent attacks were intended to strike fear into the Christian populations of
the countries invaded.

55.6) What do Furguson’s critics say there is no firm evidence of?

s59. They say there 1s no firm evidence to suggest the Vikings were aware of the wider
campaign the Franks were waging.

60.7) Why 1is it unlikely the Vikings would have resisted accepting Christian beliefs?
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61. Their own beliefs were polytheistic in nature.
2.8) What do many critics attribute the Vikings’ cruelty to?
3. The Vikings were probably no more vicious than other armies of the age and
Christian monks who chronicled the attacks exaggerated the Vikings’ brutality

to arouse sympathy.
fif 2% (35) 2 (36) 1 (37) 4
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6+ The Vikings—seagoing warrior from Scandinavia—have received bad press for
the way they terrorized coastal areas of central and western Europe between
793 and 1066, the so-called Viking Age.

65. Most contemporary accounts emphasize the vicious brutality of Viking attacks
on defenseless civilians—many of whom were murdered or had valuables stolen
from their homes—as well as assaults on Christian churches and monasteries.

6s. There has been considerable discussion among scholars of why the Vikings set out
on these raids, with some citing pure envy and greed as the key motivating
factors.

67.The more commonly held view, however, 1s that while those factors contributed,
the Vikings were driven into a corner where, because of the inability of the
limited farmland and natural resources in their homelands to support a rising
population, they had little alternative but to raid and colonize foreign
territories.

6s.The innovations they achieved in shipbuilding would have allowed them to travel
far afield in this effort—evidence suggests that they even crossed the Atlantic
and reached North America.

Further Questions&Z2

69.1) What did the Vikings do between 793 and 1066?
70.2) What is the commonly held view on why the Vikings set out on raids?

71.Historian Robert Ferguson, however, argues that external factors may have been
a more pertinent force behind the Viking attacks.

72.When the Viking campaigns first began, the Frankish empire was imposing its
power throughout most of Western Europe.

73 Led by their devoutly Christian ruler, Charlamgne, the Franks never reached
Scandinavia, Ferguson believes the Vikings heard the tales of the savagery of
Charlamagne’s army from their southern neighbors, the Saxons, who took
refuge in Viking territories after falling victim to the Frankish forces.

7. Ferguson proposes that, after learning from the Saxon warriors of forcible
Christianization at the hands of the Franks, the Vikings feared they were next.

75. The result, he says, 1s the Vikings developed a deep hatred of Christianity
because it threatened their cultural identity and pagan beliefs.

76 Rather than directly attacking he stronger Frankish army, however, the Vikings
launched small-scale campaigns against “soft targets” they knew who offer little
resistance.
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77These violent attacks were often against symbols of Christianity, and were
intended to strike fear into the Christian populations of the countries invaded.
7. Ferguson believes this explains why the first recorded assault, in Lindisfarne in
northeastern England was on a monastery.

79.3) What happened right before the Viking raids began?

s0.4) How does Ferguson believe the Vikings heard about Charlemagne’s army?

s1.5) What does Ferguson propose the real purpose of the attacks on symbols of
Christianity was?

s2.Ferguson’s critics counter that there i1s no firm evidence to suggest the Vikings
were aware of, much less interested in, the wider campaign the Franks were
waging throughout western Europe.

ss. Furthermore, although almost the entire population of Scandinavia was pagan at
the beginning of the Viking Age, many think it is unlikely the Vikings would
have strongly resisted accepting Christian beliefs alongside their own, which
were, after all, polytheistic in nature.

s+ As for the Vikings’ cruelty, though it may seem shocking to us today, the Vikings
were probably no more vicious than other armies of the age, including the
Frankish army led by Charlemagne.

ss.Indeed, many scholars believe that the Christian monks who chronicled the
attacks exaggerated the Vikings’ brutality to arouse sympathy for their own
plight.

Further Questions&ZA

56.6) What do Furguson’s critics say there is no firm evidence of?
s7.7) Why 1is it unlikely the Vikings would have resisted accepting Christian beliefs?
53.8) What do many critics attribute the Vikings’ cruelty to?

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

20.(35) What is widely considered to have been the reason behind the Viking
attacks?

90.1.  As the Vikings were being expelled from their homelands by the armies of the
surrounding countries, they were forced to search for new regions to settle in.

91.2. Although greed partially prompted the Vikings’ aggression, it was the
raid.

923. The Vikings learned of the wealth of churches and monasteries in Western
Europe and decided to acquire it to ensure their economic security.

93.4. While their own shipbuilding skills were considerable, the Vikings sought to
gain technology that would enable them to cross the Atlantic.

91(36) Robert Ferguson believes that the Vikings

95.1. were made aware of Charlemagne’s efforts to conquer and convert
non-Christians, triggering Viking attacks on Christians and their institutions.

96.2. became close allies with Saxon warriors in territory to their south, with the
intention of forming a strong army to resist the approaching Frankish forces.
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97.3. successfully defended themselves against attacks by the Franks, thereby
discouraging other Christian armies from attempting to conquer Viking lands.
9s4. took advantage of the Saxon army’s weakened condition to expand into Saxon
territory, then rapidly secured their new border against the Franks.

90.(37) What is implied in the final paragraph of the passage?

100.1.  Evidence from the sites of early Viking attacks on Christian communities
indicates the Vikings tried to protect pagan societies similar to theirs.

101.2. Charlemagne ordered chronicles of the Viking attacks to exaggerate their
accounts to make the Vikings appear more violent than they actually were.
Christian armies in their own region before they began their attacks.

103.4.  Any violent behavior on the part of the Vikings was unlikely to have been a

Review Questions

101.1) What did the Vikings do between 793 and 1066?

5. They terrorized the coastal areas of central and western Furope.

106.2) What is the commonly held view on why the Vikings set out on raids?

7. They set out on raids because of the inability of the limited farmland and natural
resources in their homelands to support a rising population.

108.3) What happened right before the Viking raids began?

109.The Frankish empire was imposing its power throughout most of Western
FEurope.

110.4) How does Ferguson believe the Vikings heard about Charlemagne’s army?

111.He believes the Vikings heard the tales of the savagery of Charlamagne’s army
from their southern neighbors, the Saxons, who took refuse in Viking territories
after falling victim to the Franish forces.

112.5) What does Ferguson propose the real purpose of the attacks on symbols of
Christianity was?

113.7he violent attacks were intended to strike fear into the Christian populations of
the countries invaded.

114.6) What do Furguson’s critics say there is no firm evidence of?

115. They say there is no firm evidence to suggest the Vikings were aware of the wider
campaign the Franks were waging.

116.7) Why is it unlikely the Vikings would have resisted accepting Christian beliefs?

7. Their own beliefs were polytheistic in nature.

115.8) What do many critics attribute the Vikings’ cruelty to?

n9.The Vikings were probably no more vicious than other armies of the age and
Christian monks who chronicled the attacks exaggerated the Vikings’ brutality
to arouse sympathy.
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