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A national survey of school students in the United States shows that 84
percent of those in middle school would rather clean their room, or even go to

Yt

. 7 7oA L CREOKRTFEE2H) . .
phone can change the way kids learn math. Qualcomm 1s supporting

Project K-Nect, which provides specially designed “smartphones”—cell phones
A (Fnznpniz) o

combined with hand-held computers—to school students who are doing
poorly in math. Organizers say the aim is not only to determine whether
cell-phone technology can be helpful in education generally but also to improve
students’ attitudes towards math by providing course content through
technology they are familiar with.

Further Questions&/
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1) What does a national survey of school students in the United States show?
et
2) What do organizers of Project K-Nect say the aim is?
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Qualcomm has faced accusations that it is simply using the project as a

strategy to profit from the huge education market. The chip maker, however,
points out that it 1s only one of several contributors. The project includes a

team of private and government organizations, including educational
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consulting company Digital Millennial Consulting (DMC), which coordinates
Project K-Nect and brings together resources from software companies, and the

P1 |



This document is for use in eTOC training sessions, use outside of eTOC is strictly prohibited.
LD ELBHE (<)
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, which acts as a coordinator

between schools and the Project K-Nect team.

Further Questions&2 @

11. 3) What accusations has Qualcomm faced?
12.

13. 4) Who coordinates Project K-Nect?

14.

5. 3)

6. 4)
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17. The project does not select participants solely on low grades in math. It
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targets students who also have limited or nonexistent access to the Internet
in their homes. The smartphone provide these students with online access to
math problems, specifically selected by their teachers to suit their individual
needs. Information is also available to help students solve problems they are

unable to understand by themselves. In addition, students can help each other
TE (BAYW) Avyk—

difficult math problems. DMC reports that students given smartphones
achieve 25 percent higher scores on math tests than before.

Further Questions&Z2 @
1. 5) Besides students who have low grades in math, who does the project target?
19.
20. 6) How can students use smartphones to help each other?
21.

99. 5) none At 2cCess Lot

23. 6) ideo 1 voice e, s to shai
7,

ek dr dt mathyoroblan:

24. Kven 1f Project K-Nect succeeds though, it may be some time before
smartphones find a regular place in the education system. Many U.S. schools
prohibit the use of cell phones because it is felt they decrease the time students

concentrate on their studies. “Cell phones so far haven’t been an educational
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distraction .7 It could prove difficult to convince such schools that the

new smartphones are not.

Further Questions&A driok

25. 7) Why do many U.S. schools prohibit the use of cell phones?
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26.

217.

8) Why could it prove difficult to convince schools the new smartphones are an
educational tool?

28.

29.

30.

31.

32

7)
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*Choose the correct answer from these choices. @
. (35) Statistics such as those from a survey of U.S. school students

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38

1. demonstrate that the use of technology can have a positive effect on students’
g (B &)
performance at school.

2. led to the creation of a project designed to make math more attractive to
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lower-performing students.
3. suggest that getting students to help out at home has a negative effect on
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their academic studies.

4. resulted in schools asking private companies to work with them to improve
students’ knowledge of technology.

. (36) What is one aspect of smartphone use?

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

>~

45.
46.

47.

48.

1. It provides a convenient way for teachers to inform students about how they
perform on their math tests.

2. It provides more challenging problems to students who already have
advanced math skills.

3. It allows teachers to check whether students are being targeted by
marketing companies.

4. It allows a student to seek advice from their classmates about assignments.

(37) Why does the author of the passage believe smartphones are unlikely to
become common in the U.S. schools soon?
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1. The available evidence suggests that Project K-Nect has been less effective
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than was 1initially hoped.
2. Project K-Nect’s results so far indicate that smartphones can only be used to
help students in math.
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3. Teachers report that students themselves feel cell phones adversely affect

their concentration.
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19. 4. Many schools continue to reject cell-phone use because they think it has a
negative influence on students.

VR eview Questions @

51. 1) What does a national survey of school students in the United States show?

s2. It shows that 84 percent of those in middle school would rather clean their
room, or even go to the dentist, than do math homework.

53. 2) What do Organizers of Project K-Nect say the aim is?

5. They say their aim 1s not only to determine whether cell-phone technology can
be helpful in education generally but also to improve students’ attitudes
towards math.

55. 3) What accusations has Qualcomm faced?

s6. It has faced accusations that it is simply using the project as a strategy to
profit from the huge education market.

57. 4) Who coordinates Project K-Nect?

5s. The educational consulting company DMC coordinates Project K-Nect.

59. 5) Besides students who have low grades in math, who does the project target?

0. It targets students who also have limited or nonexistent access to the Internet
1n their homes.

1. 6) How can students use smartphones to help each other?

62. They can help each other using video, text and voice messages to share
knowledge about how to answer difficult math problems.

63. 7) Why do many U.S. schools prohibit the use of cell phones?

61. Because it is felt they decrease the time students concentrate on their studies.

65. 8) Why could it prove difficult to convince schools the new smartphones are an
educational tool?

66. Cell phones so far haven't been an educational tool. Theyve been a distraction.

67. I 95) 2 (36,
English Teachers On.Call
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68. A national survey of school students in the United States shows that 84

percent of those in middle school would rather clean their room, or even go to the
dentist, than do math homework. What i1s more, U.S. students rank ninth in
math globally, lagging behind many Asians and Europeans. In response to such
statistics, a major electronic chip maker is hoping that a new kind of cell phone
can change the way kids learn math. Qualcomm is supporting Project K-Nect,
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which provides specially designed “smartphones”—cell phones combined with
hand-held computers—to school students who are doing poorly in math.
Organizers say the aim is not only to determine whether cell-phone technology
can be helpful in education generally but also to improve students’ attitudes
towards math by providing course content through technology they are familiar
with.

Further Questions &/

s0. 1) What does a national survey of school students in the United States show?
70. 2) What do Organizers of Project K-Nect say the aim is?

71. Qualcomm has faced accusations that it 1s simply using the project as a
strategy to profit from the huge education market. The chip maker, however,
points out that it is only one of several contributors. The project includes a team
of private and government organizations, including educational consulting
company Digital Millennial Consulting (DMC), which coordinates Project K-Nect
and brings together resources from software companies, and the North Carolina
Department of Public Instruction, which acts as a coordinator between schools
and the Project K-Nect team.

Further Questions&A @
2. 3) What accusations has Qualcomm faced?
73.4) Who coordinates Project K-Nect?

74. The project does not select participants solely on low grades in math. It
targets students who also have limited or nonexistent access to the Internet in
their homes. The smartphone provide these students with online access to math
problems, specifically selected by their teachers to suit their individual needs.
Information is also available to help students solve problems they are unable to
understand by themselves. In addition, students can help each other using video,
text, and voice messages to share knowledge about how to answer difficult math
problems. DMC reports that students given smartphones achieve 25 percent
higher scores on math tests than before.

Further Questions&A @

75. 5) Besides students who have low grades in math, who does the project target?
7. 6) How can students use smartphones to help each other?

7. Even if Project K-Nect succeeds though, it may be some time before
smartphones find a regular place in the education system. Many U.S. schools
prohibit the use of cell phones because it 1s felt they decrease the time students
concentrate on their studies. “Cell phones so far haven’t been an educational tool,”
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says Janet Bass of the American Federation of Teachers, “they’ve been a
distraction.” It could prove difficult to convince such schools that the new
smartphones are not.

Further Questions&A driolE

7. 7) Why do many U.S. schools prohibit the use of cell phones?
79. 8) Why could it prove difficult to convince schools the new smartphones are an
educational tool?

80. *Choose the correct answer from these choices. @

81. (35) Statistics such as those from a survey of U.S. school students

82. 1. demonstrates that the use of technology can have a positive effect on
students’ performance at school.

83. 2. led to the creation of a project designed to make math more attractive to
lower-performing students.

84. 3. suggest that getting students to help out at home has a negative effect on
their academic studies.

85. 4. resulted in schools asking private companies to work with them to
1mprove students’ knowledge of technology.

ss.  (34) What is one aspect of smartphone use?

87. 1. It provides a convenient way for teachers to inform students about how
they perform on their math tests.

88. 2. It provides more challenging problems to students who already have

advanced math skills.

89. 3. It allows teachers to check whether students are being targeted by
marketing companies.

90. 4. It allows a student to seek advice from their classmates about
assignments.

91. (35) Why does the author of the passage believe smartphones are unlikwly to
become common in the U.S. schools soon?

92. 1. The advailable evidence suggests that Project K-Nect has been less
effective than was intially hoped.

93. 2. Project K-Nect’s results so far indicate that smartphones can only be used
to help students in math.

94. 3. Teachers report that students themselves feel cell phones adversely affect
their concentration.

95. 4. Many schools continue to reject cell-phone use because they think it has a
negative influence on students.

fir: (35) 2 (36) 4 (37) 4
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