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1.

In these days of environmental awareness, we are subjected to a constant
MHE (L) ZHE)

onslaught of shocking news detailing the impact of human activity on the
planet. As it turns out, things may be even worse than we think. Many
scientists believe that Earth is currently experiencing what has become known

as the “sixth mass extinction.” All the past mass extinctions have resulted from
A (b o) A

species’ inability to adapt to drastic environmental changes brought about
ek (S AD)

by physical events such as volcanic eruptions. The current extinction, however
(29 ). The changes happening now are biotic, rather than physical, in
origin; Richard Leaky said back in 1995, “(The sixth extinction) is happening
now, and we, the human race, are its cause.”

Further Questions

A

1) What do many scientists believe the Earth is currently experiencing?

2) How 1is the sixth mass extinction different from previous ones?

1)

2)

The vast changes brought about by the fifth mass extinction—which occurred
HIE (Lx o)

about 65 million years ago, causing the demise of the dinosaurs—indicate
the scale of the consequences we face. Scientists across a wide range of

disciplines have echoed Leakey’s warning, emphasizing the necessity for quick
Wi (7ZA2) &Lz
and decisive action by world governments. Well over a decade has passed,

and such a response (30 ). Thomas Brooks of Conversation International
believes that while the sixth mass extinction can no longer be reversed, it may
be slowed through alternative efforts. If these are to be implemented, they

must focus on critical areas where humankind has the greatest negative
' EMBHEME (HVEDT 5 ) ) )
impact on  biodiversity :the destruction of natural habitats, the
BA (LAICw D) @
introduction of 1invasive species. And the pollution of the atmosphere.
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Further Questions

o. 3) What vast change was brought about by the fifth mass extinction?

10.

11. 4) Does Thomas Brooks believe the sixth mass extinction can be reversed?
12.

13. 5) What must be focused on if the sixth mass extinction is to be slowed?

14.

15 3)
6. 4)
17. 5)

F¥E (E250) o@ (L5 50)
1. Humans’ indifference to the loss of so many of our _fellow creatures may be
in part due to a belief that we (31 ). However, Niles Eldredge of the
American Museum of Natural History notes that although life has found a way

of recovering after previous major extinctions, it has only done so “after
H(2) 25
whatever caused the extinction has dissipated.” We would do well to
D (ZZA) tkwd
heed Eldredge’s message: we can continue to destroy our environment

and, inevitably, ourselves, or “modify” our behavior towards the global
ecosystem of which we are still very much a part.”

Further Questions

19. 6) What may be in part responsible for humans’ indifference to the loss of so
many of our fellow creatures?

20. \Wa\ T

21. 7) When did life find a way of recovering after previous major extinctions?

22.

23. 8) What will happen if we do not modify our behavior towards the global

ecosystem?
24.
25. 6)
26. 7)
27. 8)

Sl ()

28, (29) 1 without precedent
29, 2 1is likely to be more rapid
30. 3 may bring unexpected benefits
31. 4 may be much less severe

s2. (30) 1 1is looking more possible
33. 2 would have a greater effect today
34. 3 has failed to emerge
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35. 4 would now pose too many risks

s6. (81) 1 arein no way to blame

37. 2 do not really know the cause
38. 3 can only make matters worse
39. 4 as a species are not threatened

Answers for “Further Questions’

w0. 1) What do many scientists believe the Earth is currently experiencing?

s1. 1t 1s currently experiencing what has become known as the “sixth mass
extinction.”

s2. 2) How is the sixth mass extinction different from previous ones?

s3. 1t 1s biotic, rather than physical, in origin.

1. 3) What vast change was brought about by the fifth mass extinction?

5. It caused the demise of the dinosaurs.

s6. 4) Does Thomas Brooks believe the sixth mass extinction can be reversed?

s7. No. He believes that while the sixth mass extinction can no longer be reversed,
1t may be slowed.

18, 5) What must be focused on if the sixth mass extinction is to be slowed?

19. We must focus on critical areas where humankind has the greatest negative
1mpact on biodiversity.

50. 6) What may be in part responsible for humans’ indifference to the loss of so
many of our fellow creatures?

51. It may be in part due to the belief that we as a species are not threatened.

s52. 7) When did life find a way of recovering after previous major extinctions?

53. It has done so after whatever caused the extinction has dissipated.

5.. &) What will happen if we do not modify our behavior towards the global
ecosystem?

55. We will continue to destroy the environment and, inevitably, ourselves.

56. i (29) 1 (30) 3 (81) 4
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57. In these days of environmental awareness, we are subjected to a constant
onslaught of shocking news detailing the impact of human activity on the
planet. As it turns out, things may be even worse than we think. Many
scientists believe that Earth is currently experiencing what has become known
as the “sixth mass extinction.” All the past mass extinctions have resulted from
species’ inability to adapt to drastic environmental changes brought about by
physical events such as volcanic eruptions. The current extinction, however
(29 ). The changes happening now are biotic, rather than physical, in
origin; Richard Leaky said back in 1995, “(The sixth extinction) is happening
now, and we, the human race, are its cause.”
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Further Questions

s5s. 1) What do many scientists believe the Earth is currently experiencing?
s50. 2) How is the sixth mass extinction different from previous ones?

60. The vast changes brought about by the fifth mass extinction—which occurred
about 65 million years ago, causing the demise of the dinosaurs—indicate the
scale of the consequences we face. Scientists across a wide range of disciplines
have echoed Leakey’s warning, emphasizing the necessity for quick and
decisive action by world governments. Well over a decade has passed, and such
a response (30 ). Thomas Brooks of Conversation International believes
that while the sixth mass extinction can no longer be reversed, it may be
slowed through alternative efforts. If these are to be implemented, they must
focus on critical areas where humankind has the greatest negative impact on
biodiversity: the destruction of natural habitats, the introduction of invasive
species. And the pollution of the atmosphere.

Further Questions

1. 3) What vast change was brought about by the fifth mass extinction?
62. 4) Does Thomas Brooks believe the sixth mass extinction can be reversed?
6. ) What must be focused on if the sixth mass extinction is to be slowed?

6. Humans’ indifference to the loss of so many of our fellow creatures may be in
part due to a belief that we (37 ). However, Niles Eldredge of the American
Museum of Natural History notes that although life has found a way of
recovering after previous major extinctions, it has only done so “after whatever
caused the extinction has dissipated.” We would do well to heed Eldredge’s
message: we can continue to destroy our environment and, inevitably,
ourselves, or “modify” our behavior towards the global ecosystem of which we
are still very much a part.”

Further Questions

5. 6) What may be in part responsible for humans’ indifference to the loss of so
many of our fellow creatures?

66. 7) When did life find a way of recovering after previous major extinctions?

7. 8) What will happen if we do not modify our behavior towards the global
ecosystem?

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

6s. (29) 1 without precedent
69. 2 1s likely to be more rapid
70. 3 may bring unexpected benefits
71. 4 may be much less severe
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72

73.
74.
75.

76

717.
78.
79.

. (30)

3
4

. (31)
2
3
4

1 1slooking more possible

2 would have a greater effect today

has failed to emerge
would now pose too many risks

1 are in no way to blame

do not really know the cause
can only make matters worse
as a species are not threatened

80.

fipig: (29) 1 (30) 3 (31) 4
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