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1. Despite the protests of some scholars, popular wisdom in the West has long

regarded the Middle Ages as a time characterized by economic and social
BIAMIRE (B L TEZABA) Wk (~A&xxrH) &

decline, political anarchy , and a parochialism that led to
W (9 bie) o

iward-looking societies. In the 1990s, Harvard professor Samuel Huntington
provided an updates version of this perspective in his book, The Clash of
Civilizations. His book was not only widely read by the general public but also

stimulated heated debate among scholars.
BHF (ZoL)
2. The gist of Huntington’s argument was that significant cross-cultural

exchange between the world’s major civilizations is a relatively recent
FEH (Lo LoTE) 72
phenomenon in the world history, since there is little substantive evidence

for it prior to the industrial age in Europe. This modernist view of globalization
XFH (LU L»)

has many adherents. While most historians acknowledge that some
long-distance trade did occur in the medieval period, many consider it to have
been negligible, with no lasting structural or developmental impact on the
economic institutions of the time.

Further Questions

1) What was the gist of Huntington’s argument?

3.

4.

5. 2) What do historians believe about long-distant trade?
6.

7. 1)

s 2)

9. One aspect of such arguments is that the medieval Muslim world was in
AHER (T2 Lw &)
terminal decline as a result of its failure to follow the ideas of rationalism
e (FAZEw D)
and scientific inquiry established by the Greeks. These ideas are what

stimulated the building of states in Europe during the Renaissance. Historian
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H.A.R. Gibb contended that in the 14t century the political structure of the

Muslim world was on a downward spiral because of weak government, political
RMER (ZEO L&) . . . B (T2
factionalism, and continuous warfare. He attributed this degeneration to the
Wk (~AvEx o) 72

illiberal Turks and Mongols who conquered the Muslim world.

Further Questions

10. 3) What do historians believe to be true about the medieval Muslim world?
11.

12. 4) What did H.A.R. Gibb contend?

13.

4. 3)

15, 4)

AT (ODLAALALR)
16. While this kind of © declinist ” interpretation of Islam reveals some truths
g1 (JWwL) 75

Muslim world that existed between A.D. 1000 and 1500. After all, Turkish and
G (Do nd) Shiz

Mongol leaders eventually converted to Islam and revitalized areas

previously devastated by war.

17. Some modern-day who have recently turned their attention to sources like the
vz WEE (bOMRT)
Rihla, or travel narrative, of Moroccan scholar Ibn Battuta have uncovered in
. 1A (7»0.%) W (B) Bz (7‘:%&7*/3) L7z . .
them evidence of a vibrant , cohesive , and cosmopolitan Muslim

world, united by a belief in sacred laws based on the Koran. Ibn Battuta’s
B (Fnavy) A gk (Cx Ly o)

buoyant depiction of Islam as constituting the basis for a community

spanning the known world—an idea shared by the rulers, scholars, and
B (Twizw) Lz
officials he encountered—challenge the image of stagnant parochialism put

forward by many declinists.

Further Questions

18. 5) What evidence is downplayed by the declinist interpretation?

19.

20. 6) What evidence has been uncovered in the travel narrative of Ibn Battuta?
21.

22. 5)
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23.

24.

25.

26.

6)

Ibn Battuta was a complex man who, as historian Jeremy Bently notes,
FEN (DHTL)
possessed “all the markings of a sinner , and something of a saint.” His Rihla
was translated from the original Arabic into French in the early 19t century.
Yet for almost two centuries the narrative was dismissed by Western scholars
FATHE (D X257 A)
as inferior to the travelogue of his near contemporary, the Italian Marco Polo.
e (72L) 7

Admaittedly, it has been determined that portions of the Rihla were based on

~DNffTEe (D X 29 %)

LR R (RADTESNAUITA)
River—a trip he never made himself. Nonetheless, a __cultural bias in
favor of the more scientifically precise observations of Marco Polo undoubtedly
accounts for many of the dismissive views towards Ibn Battuta’s narrative.
Written in the medieval Muslim literary tradition, it was unconcerned with

recounting factual details such as dates, names, and locations, but rather
. . R R (L'/ubfbw x) ES|e (U“/ﬁ)' é?”w‘:
showed a keen interest in aspects of mysticism and romanticized folklore.

Ibn Battuta’s travels were considerably more extensive than those of Marco
~x5E (5<) T

Polo, covering a distance of 73,000 miles—encompassing 44 present-day
nation-states—and lasting for almost 30 years. A recent biographer, Ross Dunn,
notes that Ibn Battuta’s account offers detailed insight into the diverse culture
of medieval Islam, “from the sex lives of women in the Maldives to the
harvesting of coconuts in Saudi Arabia.” It makes his story more personal and
humanly engaging than Marco Polo’s technically superior travelogue.

Further Questions

217.
28.
29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

7) When was the Rihla translated into a European language?

8) What was the Muslim literary tradition unconcerned with?

7)
8)

ERLED (FATZVNEAL) ©
In his narrative, Ibn Battuta does nothing less than reveal the premodern

roots of globalization. By the 14th century, there clearly existed a dense

network of trade and culture links between Europe, Asia, and northern Africa.
D= ) AN (LA

The Genoese , on whose ships he sailed, were beginning to explore the
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Atlantic, laying the foundation for European expansion. In Persia, a great

cultural revival was under way, while in Anatolia, Osman I had founded a
E (B5Hx D) oL »5

dynasty and commenced a 70-year period of Ottoman expansion.
34. Having left his native Morocco in 1325 at the age of 21, Ibn Battuta

witnessed these developments firsthand in the course of visiting most of the
ik (EAD)

S (T2) biE (RB) B

plague, but also the vitality of medieval communities as they rebounded
S (SWVWRA) g (5%<)

from these scourges. His narrative demonstrates the inadequacy of commonly

S (W lXA A L)

held generalizations about life in the Middle Ages in light of the reality of a
culturally dynamic Islamic world.

35. It was a time characterized by a level of commercial and cultural exchanges
R (TAZEw )
that connected societies across the Eastern hemisphere. Events in one locale

were capable of having a profound impact on societies thousands of miles away.
In this respect, at least, people from medieval times would not find today’s
globalized world as unfamiliar as we might imagine.

Further Questions

s6. 9) What existed in the 14th century?

37.
ss. 10) What could events in the Eastern hemisphere do?

39.

0. 9)

1. 10)

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

s2. (38) Those who support the perspective taken by Samuel Huntington

43.

1. 1. argue European cultures only learned trading techniques from one another
BE (hALH) &

following the development of modern ideas of cross-cultural tolerance.
PEFAL (SAZ X 9D

15. 2. believe 1t was only after the process of industrialization in Europe had
BE (TAbLX) 72

occurred that international trade became a noteworthy economic activity.
s6. 3. suggest the political stability of the Middle Ages, rather than the lack of

ArA (SiTn)

cross-cultural communication, may ironically have led to the stagnation of
European nations.
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47. 4. 1nsist there is still not enough evidence available to make a fair comparison
between the economies of Europe in the medieval period and today’s world
economy.

s8. (39) What view has been put forward by some scholars as a result of their
renewed interest in sources like the Rihla?

49.

50. 1. Since such sources cover similar issues to those included in the work of
Marco Polo, it would appear that they provided the inspiration for the great
Italian explorer’s writing.

51. 2. Despite Ibn Battuta’s own claims to the contrary, his descriptions of the
Islamic world suggest more religious diversity existed than modern historian
had recognized.

52. 3. The people of the different regions of the medieval Islamic world were more
dynamic and outward-looking than scholars had traditionally believed.

53. 4. Modern ideas and belief systems are actually less likely to have originated
from the views held by medieval Muslims than people today realize.

s.. (40) Why is it argued that Ibn Battuta’s travel narrative was overlooked
for so long by Western scholars?

55.

56. 1. Cultural prejudice against Islam itself was reflected in their analysis of the
Rihla and led many of them to underestimate the objectivity of Ibn Battuta’s
claims.

57. 2. They generally preferred what was considered the more factually accurate
account of Marco Polo as it sat more comfortably with their own cultural
perspectives.

55. 3. Much of the content of the Rihla was unfamiliar in Europe, so the difficulty
of translating it coherently from the original Arabic disguised its true value.

59. 4. They feared Ibn Battuta’s frank descriptions of the people and customs he

encountered would shock conservative 19t-century readers, so his stories were
BB (FAz2) T35

censored .

e0. (41) Which of the following best summarizes the author’s main point in the
passage?

61.

62. 1. Greater reliance on ideas of scientific inquiry and rationalism from ancient
Greek culture would have helped create more vibrant Muslim societies today.

63. 2. While modern scholars should be open to alternative historical views, it is
important that these views are judged by the accepted cultural standards of
the time.
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6. 3. The extensive network of commercial and cultural exchanges that exist
around the globe today will have a profound effect on the future of the Islamic
world.

65. 4. Contrary to what many people believe, evidence exists to indicate that the
origin of our present globalized world can be found in the medieval period.

Answers for “Further Questions’

6. 1) What was the gist of Huntington’s argument?

67. The gist of Huntington's argument was that significant cross-cultural exchange
between the world’s major civilizations is a relatively recent phenomenon.

¢s. 2) What do historians believe about long-distant trade?

60. While some long-distant trade did occur in the medieval period, many consider
it to have been neglible.

70. 3) What do historians believe to be true about the medieval Muslim world?

7. The medieval Muslim world was in terminal decline as a result of its failure to
follow the idea of rationalism and scientific inquiry established by the Greeks.

2. 4) What did H.A.R. Gibb contend?

73. Historian H A.R. Gibb contended that in the 14t century the political structure
of the Muslim world was in a downward spiral because of weak government,
political factionalism and continuous warfare.

7. 5) What evidence is downplayed by the declinist interpretation?

7. It plays down the evidence of the vigorous and expanding Muslim world that
existed between A.D. 1000 and 1500.

6. 6) What evidence has been uncovered in the travel narrative of Ibn Battuta?

7. Bvidence of a vibrant, cohesive and cosmopolitan Muslim world, united by a
belief in sacred laws based on the Koran have been uncovered in them.

5. 7) When was the Rihla translated into a European language?

79. The Rihla was translated from the original Arabic into French in the early 19"
century.

0. 8) What was the Muslim literary tradition unconcerned with?

s1. It was unconcerned with recounting factual details such as dates, names and
locations.

2. 9) What existed in the 14th century?

ss. In the 14t century, there clearly existed a dense network of trade and cultural
links between Furope, Asia and northern Africa.

1. 10) What could events in the Eastern hemisphere do?

s5. Fvents in one locale were capable of having a profound impact on societies
thousands of miles away.

go. fEZ: (38)2 (39)3 (40)2 (41)4

Type B HA&GEFR2 L
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s7. Despite the protests of some scholars, popular wisdom in the West has long
regarded the Middle Ages as a time characterized by economic and social
decline, political anarchy, and a parochialism that led to inward-looking
societies. In the 1990s, Harvard professor Samuel Huntington provided an
updates version of this perspective in his book, The Clash of Civilizations. His
book was not only widely read by the general public but also stimulated heated
debate among scholars.

ss. The gist of Huntington’s argument was that significant cross-cultural exchange
between the world’s major civilizations is a relatively recent phenomenon in
the world history, since there is little substantive evidence for it prior to the
industrial age in Europe. This modernist view of globalization has many
adherents. While most historians acknowledge that some long-distance trade
did occur in the medieval period, many consider it to have been negligible, with
no lasting structural or developmental impact on the economic institutions of
the time.

Further Questions

g0. 1) What was the gist of Huntington’s argument?
9. 2) What do historians believe about long-distant trade?

91. One aspect of such arguments is that the medieval Muslim world was in
terminal decline as a result of its failure to follow the ideas of rationalism and
scientific inquiry established by the Greeks. These ideas are what stimulated
the building of states in Europe during the Renaissance. Historian H.A.R. Gibb
contended that in the 14th century the political structure of the Muslim world
was on a downward spiral because of weak government, political factionalism,
and continuous warfare. He attributed this degeneration to the illiberal Turks
and Mongols who conquered the Muslim world.

Further Questions

92. 3) What do historians believe to be true about the medieval Muslim world?
93. 4) What did H.A.R. Gibb contend?

9. While this kind of “declinist” interpretation of Islam reveals some truths about
the past, it plays down the evidence of the vigorous and expanding Muslim
world that existed between A.D. 1000 and 1500. After all, Turkish and Mongol
leaders eventually converted to Islam and revitalized areas previously
devastated by war.
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95. Some modern-day who have recently turned their attention to sources like the
Rihla, or travel narrative, of Moroccan scholar Ibn Battuta have uncovered in
them evidence of a vibrant, cohesive, and cosmopolitan Muslim world, united
by a belief in sacred laws based on the Koran. Ibn Battuta’s buoyant depiction
of Islam as constituting the basis for a community spanning the known
world—an 1dea shared by the rulers, scholars, and officials he
encountered—challenge the image of stagnant parochialism put forward by
many declinists.

Further Questions

96. 5) What evidence is downplayed by the declinist interpretation?
97. 6) What evidence has been uncovered in the travel narrative of Ibn Battuta?

9s. Ibn Battuta was a complex man who, as historian Jeremy Bently notes,
possessed “all the markings of a sinner, and something of a saint.” His Rihla
was translated from the original Arabic into French in the early 19t century.
Yet for almost two centuries the narrative was dismissed by Western scholars
as inferior to the travelogue of his near contemporary, the Italian Marco Polo.
Admaittedly, it has been determined that portions of the Rihla were based on
secondhand information, such as Ibn Battuta’s account of travel on the Volga
River—a trip he never made himself. Nonetheless, a cultural bias in favor of
the more scientifically precise observations of Marco Polo undoubtedly
accounts for many of the dismissive views towards Ibn Battuta’s narrative.

99. Written in the medieval Muslim literary tradition, it was unconcerned with
recounting factual details such as dates, names, and locations, but rather
showed a keen interest in aspects of mysticism and romanticized folklore. Ibn
Battuta’s travels were considerably more extensive than those of Marco Polo,
covering a distance of 73,000 miles—encompassing 44 present-day
nation-states—and lasting for almost 30 years. A recent biographer, Ross Dunn,
notes that Ibn Battuta’s account offers detailed insight into the diverse culture
of medieval Islam, “from the sex lives of women in the Maldives to the
harvesting of coconuts in Saudi Arabia.” It makes his story more personal and
humanly engaging than Marco Polo’s technically superior travelogue.

Further Questions

100. 7) When was the Rihla translated into a European language?
101. 8) What was the Muslim literary tradition unconcerned with?

102. In his narrative, Ibn Battuta does nothing less than reveal the premodern roots
of globalization. By the 14t century, there clearly existed a dense network of
trade and culture links between Europe, Asia, and northern Africa. The
Genoese, on whose ships he sailed, were beginning to explore the Atlantic,
laying the foundation for European expansion. In Persia, a great cultural
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revival was under way, while in Anatolia, Osman I had founded a dynasty and
commenced a 70-year period of Ottoman expansion.

10s.  Having left his native Morocco in 1325 at the age of 21, Ibn Battuta
witnessed these developments firsthand in the course of visiting most of the
known world between China and Spain. He observed the ravages of war and
plague, but also the vitality of medieval communities as they rebounded from
these scourges. His narrative demonstrates the inadequacy of commonly held
generalizations about life in the Middle Ages in light of the reality of a
culturally dynamic Islamic world.

104. It was a time characterized by a level of commercial and cultural exchanges
that connected societies across the Eastern hemisphere. Events in one locale
were capable of having a profound impact on societies thousands of miles away.
In this respect, at least, people from medieval times would not find today’s
globalized world as unfamiliar as we might imagine.

Further Questions

105. 9) What existed in the 14t century?
106. 10) What could events in the Eastern hemisphere do?

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

107. (38) Those who support the perspective taken by Samuel Huntington

10s. 1. argue European cultures only learned trading techniques from one another
following the development of modern ideas of cross-cultural tolerance.

109. 2. believe 1t was only after the process of industrialization in Europe had
occurred that international trade became a noteworthy economic activity.

110. 3. suggest the political stability of the Middle Ages, rather than the lack of
cross-cultural communication, may ironically have led to the stagnation of
European nations.

111. 4. 1nsist there 1is still not enough evidence available to make a fair comparison
between the economies of Europe in the medieval period and today’s world
economy.

112. (39) What view has been put forward by some scholars as a result of their
renewed 1nterest in sources like the Rihla?

113. 1. Since such sources cover similar issues to those included in the work of
Marco Polo, it would appear that they provided the inspiration for the great
Italian explorer’s writing.

114. 2. Despite Ibn Battuta’s own claims to the contrary, his descriptions of the
Islamic world suggest more religious diversity existed than modern historian
had recognized.

115. 3. The people of the different regions of the medieval Islamic world were more
dynamic and outward-looking than scholars had traditionally believed.
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116. 4. Modern 1deas and belief systems are actually less likely to have originated
from the views held by medieval Muslims than people today realize.

117. (40) Why is it argued that Ibn Battuta’s travel narrative was overlooked
for so long by Western scholars?

118. 1. Cultural prejudice against Islam itself was reflected in their analysis of the
Rihla and led many of them to underestimate the objectivity of Ibn Battuta’s
claims.

119. 2. They generally preferred what was considered the more factually accurate
account of Marco Polo as it sat more comfortably with their own cultural
perspectives.

120. 3. Much of the content of the Rihla was unfamiliar in Europe, so the difficulty
of translating it coherently from the original Arabic disguised its true value.

121. 4. They feared Ibn Battuta’s frank descriptions of the people and customs he
encountered would shock conservative 19th-century readers, so his stories were
censored.

122. (41) Which of the following best summarizes the author’s main point in the
passage?

123. 1. Greater reliance on ideas of scientific inquiry and rationalism from ancient
Greek culture would have helped create more vibrant Muslim societies today.

124. 2. While modern scholars should be open to alternative historical views, it is
important that these views are judged by the accepted cultural standards of
the time.

125. 3.  The extensive network of commercial and cultural exchanges that exist
around the globe today will have a profound effect on the future of the Islamic
world.

126. 4. Contrary to what many people believe, evidence exists to indicate that the
origin of our present globalized world can be found in the medieval period.

127. fi#2%: (38)2 (39)3 (40)2 (41)4
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