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1. In 1908, while working at the site of the Minon Palace of Phaistos on the island
BhEE (25 2n<Le)
of Crete, Italian archeologist Luigi Pernier came across an unusual
ALEY (SADN5D)
artifact —a small disc of hard-baked clay bearing 241 stamped symbols, or
SRXF (Lrodunbl) . %ﬁh%fD;ﬁ)uﬁé . .
glyphs , which  spiraled inward from the rim towards the center on

both sides. The symbols have since been compared to many other scripts, yet so
fitwge (P EL) 15
far no one has been able to decipher the so-called Phaistos Disc.

Further Questions

1) Where did Luigi Pernier come across the Phaistos Disc?

2.

3.

+.  2) Has anyone been able to decipher the Phaistos Disc?
5.

6. 1) Aab\L

7. 2) de

s. It i1s generally thought that the disc dates from around 1700 B.C., when
e (&) AFE () ETED
Minoan civilization, the first literate civilization of Europe, was at its
(&) A TW»D A% (cblLxd) o
peak and flourishing. The symbols—some of which resemble mundane items
BATFEH) (2N TE) 7
such as fish, cats, and flowers, while others are abstract or  geometric
shapes—were individually punched into the clay using preformed
ZHLFE (LrHF0HL) O
hieroglyphic “seals” before the disc was fired. This fact has attracted the
attention of many scholars as the artifact provides evidence that the basic
(<) A (2 2 TEDIEF (1o L)
principle of the Gutenberg Revolution, the use of movable type , had
actually been discovered thousands of years before Johannes Gutenberg lived.
9. As such, the disc is an example of an invention—in this case, the printing of
texts—that arrived ahead of its time, when its application was impractical in
everyday life. As a result, it would likely have been dropped and forgotten,

explaining the uniqueness of the disc.

Further Questions
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10. 3) When was the disc made?
11.
12. 4) What does the disc provide evidence for?

13.

4. 3)
15 4)

g (BAZ )

16. A bone of contention among academics is what use the Minoans, who are

known to have already been using a much more sophisticated script known as
BCFE (BAHLT) A IFH (0L xI) Il (hATA) 7

Linear A , would have had for the simplistic glyphs represented on

the disc. This has led some to assert that the disc itself came from an even

earlier period in history.
o (52) »

17. Opponents of this idea cite ancient Egypt to demonstrate that outmoded

scripts often continue to be used at later dates in the form of religious texts or
FBE (O &)
written sacraments. This would seem to be borne out by the fact that the disc
AL EFPAEL X)
was originally discovered in the “temple depository ” of the palace.

Further Questions

18. 5) What has been a bone of contention among academics?
19.

20. 6) How were outmoded scripts used in ancient Egypt?

21. L 78"

22. b)

23. 6)

24. The origin of the disc 1s similarly disputed. Because of the site where it was

found, most researchers believe it is Minoan. Jerome M. Eisenberg, founder
~%HME (7Z\Wip) LIZTD

% (2E s o)

the works. He thinks the discis a forgery . Based on the fact that the symbols

are different from other Minoan scripts, Eisenberg claims that Pernier
wiE (£X9) +2

fabricated it himself.

25. Other scholars, including Thomas G. Palaima of the University of Texas,
disagree. Noting that corrections were made in 16 places on the disc, Palaima
argues that “a forger normally tries to create a ‘perfect’ version of their forgery.
If they fail the first time, they would then make a better version, and destroy
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. . L . . hiEE (EX9L%) .
the imperfect one.” It 1s also difficult to imagine a  forger = making
corrections to a text that no one would be able to read.

Further Questions

26. 7) What does Jerome M. Eisenberg think about the disc?
27.

2s. 8) What does Palaima argue?

29.

5. 7)
8)

MeFEME (22 To'w)

s1. The disc’s authenticity could be proved by submitting it to advanced

SFHE (SALTAZ)

AR (25 LETAn)
currently displayed, is unwilling to allow this to happen. The __official line
of museum directors is that the testing process would damage the fragile
artifact. This ensures that, for the moment at least, the disc will retain its

secrets.

Further Questions

s2. 9) How could the disc’s authenticity be proven?

33. =

34, 10) Why won’t museum directors allow the disc to be tested?
35.

36. 9)

37 10)

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

3. (32) Why has the Phaistos Disc created such interest among scholars?

39.

s0. 1. It 1is surprising that the disc, which was produced well before the peak of
Minoan civilization, contains both mundane and abstract hieroglyphs.

s1. 2. The symbols appear to be from a script that was widely thought to have
been abandoned by the Minoans much earlier than 1700 B.C.

s2. 3. It may well represent a case where a technological development was so far
advanced that it was therefore not widely adopted until much later.

13. 4.  The fact that its symbols were punched onto the disc suggests that it may
have provided the inspiration for Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of movable

type.
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44.

45.
46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.
52.

53.

54.

55.

(33) What do some academics suggests about the use of the script on the
disc?

1. Ewvidence from Egypt that priests used the most widely known scripts for
religious texts supports the theory that the disc is a religious object.

2. Based on the available evidence, the script was probably the source of more
sophisticated scripts that later appeared in Minoan civilization.

3. Because the script is easier to decipher than Linear A, it was probably the
more common of the two forms of writing in Minoan civilization.

4. It 1s possible that the script i1s an example of an older script that survived
because it was used for a specific purpose in Minoan culture.

(34) One argument that has been made against Jerome M. Eisenberg’s
theory 1s that

1. forgers commonly copy authentic scripts which already exist, but the
symbols on the disc bear no resemblance to known Minoan scripts.

2. forgers often deliberately make their forgeries imperfect so that they
appear more authentic, but there was little evidence of this on the Phaistos
Disc.

3. the disc was found among other artifacts which display characteristics
showing they may not have been of Minoan origin.

4. the disc contains evidence of revised errors in several places, which would
be unnecessary if the script had no real meaning.

Answers for “Further Questions’

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.
67.

68.
69.

1) Where did Luigi Pernier come across the Phaistos Disc?

He came across it while working at the site of the Minon Palace of Phaistos.
2) Has anyone been able to decipher the Phaistos Disc?

So far no one has been able to decipher the so-called Phaistos Disc.

3) When was the disc made?

The disc dates from around 1700 B.C.

4) What does the disc provide evidence for?

The artifact provides evidence that the basic principle.

5) What has been a bone of contention among academics?

What use the Minoan would have had for the simplistic glyphs represented on
the disc.

6) How were outmoded scripts used in ancient Egypt?

Outdated scripts often continued to be used at later dates in the form of
religious texts or written sacraments.

7) What does Jerome M. Eisenberg think about the disc?

He thinks the disc is a forgery.
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70. 8) What does Palaima argue?

7. He argues that a forger normally tries to create a ‘perfect’ version of their
forgery.

72. 9) How could the disc’s authenticity be proven?

73. The disc’s authenticity could be proved by submitting it to advanced molecular
testing.

7. 10) Why won’t museum directors allow the disc to be tested?

75.  The testing process would damage the fragile artifact.

6. R (32)3 (83)4 (34)4

Type B HAGEFRZ L
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77. In 1908, while working at the site of the Minon Palace of Phaistos on the island
of Crete, Italian archeologist Luigi Pernier came across an unusual artifact—a
small disc of hard-baked clay bearing 241 stamped symbols, or glyphs, which
spiraled inward from the rim towards the center on both sides. The symbols
have since been compared to many other scripts, yet so far no one has been able
to decipher the so-called Phaistos Disc.

Further Questions

% o LI

8. 1) Where did Luigi Pernier come across the Phaistos Disc?
70. 2) Has anyone been able to decipher the Phaistos Disc?

so. It 1s generally thought that the disc dates from around 1700 B.C., when
Minoan civilization, the first literate civilization of Europe, was at its peak and
flourishing. The symbols—some of which resemble mundane items such as fish,
cats, and flowers, while others are abstract or geometric shapes—were
individually punched into the clay using preformed hieroglyphic “seals” before
the disc was fired. This fact has attracted the attention of many scholars as the
artifact provides evidence that the basic principle of the Gutenberg Revolution,
the use of movable type, had actually been discovered thousands of years before
Johannes Gutenberg lived.

s1. As such, the disc 1s an example of an invention—in this case, the printing of
texts—that arrived ahead of its time, when its application was impractical in
everyday life. As a result, it would likely have been dropped and forgotten,
explaining the uniqueness of the disc.
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Further Questions

82.
83.

84.

85.

3) When was the disc made?
4) What does the disc provide evidence for?

A bone of contention among academics i1s what use the Minoans, who are
known to have already been using a much more sophisticated script known as
Linear A, would have had for the simplistic glyphs represented on the disc.
This has led some to assert that the disc itself came from an even earlier period
in history.

Opponents of this idea cite ancient Egypt to demonstrate that outmoded scripts
often continue to be used at later dates in the form of religious texts or written
sacraments. This would seem to be borne out by the fact that the disc was
originally discovered in the “temple depository” of the palace.

Further Questions

86.
87.

88.

89.

5) What has been a bone of contention among academics?
6) How were outmoded scripts used in ancient Egypt?

The origin of the disc is similarly disputed. Because of the site where it was
found, most researchers believe it 1s Minoan. Jerome M. Eisenberg, founder
and publisher of the archaeology magazine Minerva, has thrown a wrench in
the works. He thinks the disc is a forgery. Based on the fact that the symbols
are different from other Minoan scripts, Eisenberg claims that Pernier
fabricated it himself.

Other scholars, including Thomas G. Palaima of the University of Texas,
disagree. Noting that corrections were made 1n 16 places on the disc, Palaima
argues that “a forger normally tries to create a ‘perfect’ version of their forgery.
If they fail the first time, they would then make a better version, and destroy
the imperfect one.” It 1s also difficult to imagine a forger making corrections to
a text that no one would be able to read.

Further Questions

90.
91.

92.

7) What does Jerome M. Eisenberg think about the disc?
8) What does Palaima argue?

The disc’s authenticity could be proved by submitting it to advanced molecular
testing. The Heraklion Archaeological Museum, where the disc is currently
displayed, 1s unwilling to allow this to happen. The official line of museum
directors 1s that the testing process would damage the fragile artifact. This
ensures that, for the moment at least, the disc will retain 1ts secrets.

Further Questions

93.

9) How could the disc’s authenticity be proven?
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9s. 10) Why won’t museum directors allow the disc to be tested?

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

05. (32) Why has the Phaistos Disc created such interest among scholars?

96. 1. It 1is surprising that the disc, which was produced well before the peak of
Minoan civilization, contains both mundane and abstract hieroglyphs.

97. 2. The symbols appear to be from a script that was widely thought to have
been abandoned by the Minoans much earlier than 1700 B.C.

9s. 3. It may well represent a case where a technological development was so far
advanced that it was therefore not widely adopted until much later.

99. 4. The fact that its symbols were punched onto the disc suggests that it may
have provided the inspiration for Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of movable

type.

100. (33) What do some academics suggests about the use of the script on the
disc?

101. 1.  Evidence from Egypt that priests used the most widely known scripts for
religious texts supports the theory that the disc is a religious object.

102. 2. Based on the available evidence, the script was probably the source of more
sophisticated scripts that later appeared in Minoan civilization.

10s. 3. Because the script is easier to decipher than Linear A, it was probably the
more common of the two forms of writing in Minoan civilization.

104. 4. It 1s possible that the script is an example of an older script that survived
because it was used for a specific purpose in Minoan culture.

105. (34) One argument that has been made against Jerome M. Eisenberg’s
theory 1s that

6. 1. forgers commonly copy authentic scripts which already exist, but the
symbols on the disc bear no resemblance to known Minoan scripts.

107. 2. forgers often deliberately make their forgeries imperfect so that they
appear more authentic, but there was little evidence of this on the Phaistos
Disc.

10s. 3. the disc was found among other artifacts which display characteristics
showing they may not have been of Minoan origin.

109. 4. the disc contains evidence of revised errors in several places, which would
be unnecessary if the script had no real meaning.

1o. fE%: (32)3 (33)4 (34)4
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