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changed significantly from those of previous generations. I'd like to explain
how values have changed. First, technology has had a huge impact on the
values of young people. We’ve seen how young people have become
dependent on, and sometimes even addicted to, social networking sites,
games, and applications on their smartphones. This is all relatively new.
Second, social relationships have greatly changed, and not just because of
social networking sites and the like. Many young people now choose to marry
later in life or choose not to marry at all. Also, couples are choosing to have
smaller families or deciding to have no children. This is due to not only the
high costs of raising children but also the desire of people to have more
freedom. Moreover, because people are more mobile today, friendships are
sometimes more temporary and families have become less nuclear with family
members spending less time together. Finally, young people have a different
idea about work from previous generations. They are sometimes less loyal and
often prioritize their family life or social life over their work responsibilities.
The values of young people are not only different from previous generations,
but the pace of change in values is becoming faster and faster.
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3. Should democratic nations make greater efforts to spread democracy
to other nations?

Many people believe that democratic nations have an obligation to spread
democracy to other nations, but I think this is wrong. Let me explain by
providing three reasons. Firstly, some nations are not ready for democracy
because of such things as high levels of poverty, a lack of education, or the
lack of a political infrastructure to support a democracy. Some movements
toward democracy have ended in disaster, since the overthrow of a dictator
often creates a vacuum. Other nations cannot suddenly come and impose a
different political system when the nation is not prepared for the change.
Secondly, the social structure and history of a country often show that certain
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5. Should Japan play a bigger role in international affairs?

I feel Japan must play a bigger role in international affairs. Let me explain
why. First, the security situation of the world has greatly changed over the last
few decades. Some of the countries that neighbor Japan have expanded their
influence and military power. Japan needs to stand up to certain growing
crises, especially in defense of its territorial rights. Also, Japan needs to join
efforts made by other countries to fight international terrorism. Some Japanese
say that we cannot get involved in international military issues due to our
constitution, but stronger action is required for our security. Second, we need
to provide more assistance to developing countries. Many people have
criticized Japan’s development assistance as being mostly limited to grants
and loans. However, we have much more to offer, including providing new
technologies and offering technological training. We can also share our
knowledge of cleaning up urban pollution. Finally, Japan is a peaceful country
which can provide a bridge between different countries. Our Buddhist roots
teach tolerance to others, including believers of all the world’s religions, and
we are taught the importance of actions over beliefs. For these reasons, I feel
that Japan must play a larger role in international affairs in the future.
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