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% At first, most ® public telephones were in stores, and people
had to # pay the store clerk to use them. As time passed,

8 though, public telephone boxes began to be built ®#outside.
These % allowed people to make calls on the street without
being heard by other people. They also #* protected people
from the rain. They were usually # painted # bright red. For
many people, these red telephone boxes became a #symbol
of British life.

One problem with telephone boxes was that people sometimes
damaged them by * breaking their windows, writing on
them, or ® trying to ®steal money from the telephones.
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