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The modern Olympics  took place for the first time in 1896, |
In the first Olympics, there were just 14 countries that were ’
= participants, and today there are more than 200. % There l
is no doubt that it has * developed to become the world’s
biggest sporting event. In London in 2012, an % audience of
about 900 million people watched the opening ceremony,
and over eight ¥ million people bought tickets to watch live
sporting events so they could 5 cheer % at the sight of their
® favorite ¥ athlete or team. One of the most popular sports
is the triathlon, ® due to the fact that 8 a great deal of

® skill is needed to be able to run, swim and cycle over a
distance of 51.5 kilometers.
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