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Ebola, a Mysterious Disease

Ebola is one of the most 'contagious and 2deadliest diseases in
the world known to man. Victims have a *mortality rate of up to 90
percent. Its early ‘symptoms can appear ®deceptively ®bemign —
hiccups, stomach pains, red eyes and vomiting — but its later onset
is 7exceedingly uncomfortable, with internal and sometimes ®external
bleeding. Those few who do #pull through are often “discriminated
against: Many people wrongly assume that Ebola is a "chronic disease,
like HIV, and they fear the contagion may spread to them.

The first 2outhreak was diagnosed in the Democratic Republic
of Congo in 1976, and there have been several ¥epidemics in Africa
since then. The disease is little understood. During a recent outbreak,
the President of Uganda asked his people not to shake hands since,
he explained, the disease is transmitted by sweat. But medical experts
Wdispelled this rumor by saying that spreading Ebola through touching
is a misconception,

Medical investigators are trying to determine which animals '®host
the disease. Some researchers suspect that the disease originally came
from birds, since the virus protein structure shares characteristics
Veorresponding with viruses found in birds. Other researchers suspect
that bats are the current hosts, and certain findings *back that up. One
researcher Winjected bats with the Ebola virus and they survived,
showing that they had built up immunity to the disease. Once the hosts
are located, doctors can better predict the onset of an outbreak.
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7. Ebola, a Mysterious Dissase
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